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‘Comments on Tharoor
misinterpreted, BJP willwin
In Thiruvananthapuram’

Thiruvananthapuram,
Dec 09 (PTI): Hours after
he praised MP Shashi
Tharoor and said it would
be difficult to defeat the
Congress leader from the
state capital in the near fu-
ture, veteran BJP leader O
Rajagopal clarified that
his words were misinter-
preted and claimed the saf-
fron party will win from
the Thiruvananthapuram
constituency in the Lok
Sabha polls.

Rajagopal, former union
minister who lost to
Tharoor in the 2014 Lok
Sabha elections from
Thiruvananthapuram,
had at a function here on
Monday evening said the
Congress MP's ability to
sway people's minds was
the reason for his repeated
wins from the constituen-
cy. "That is why he is able
to win again and
again from
Thiruvananthapuram. I
doubt that anyone else will
get an  opportunity
to win (from
Thiruvananthapuram) in
the near future," he had
said while speaking at the

N Ramachandran
Foundation award cere-
mony. Tharoor had

touched Rajagopal's feet
and hugged him after his
speech. However, hours
later, in a late night
Facebook post, the veteran
BJP leader said that his

O Rajagopal

comments were in the con-
text of Tharoor having
won more than once
from the
Thiruvananthapuram Lok
Sabha constituency.

Rajagopal, the first-ever
BJP MLA from the state
after his win in the 2016
Assembly polls, said in the
changed political scenario
coupled with the efficien-
cy of the Narendra Modi
government at the Centre,
there was a possibility of
the saffron party winning
in the state capital, if the
party activists and mem-
bers work hard.

He also said that at pres-
ent, Tharoor's presence in
the Lok Sabha constituen-
cy was only nominal and
that would adversely affect
his prospects.

The veteran BJP leader
said that what he said in
his speech was a figurative
expression of opinion and

his personal and political
stand was that "the BJP
would win from
Thiruvananthapuram this
time" (upcoming Lok
Sabha polls).

Meanwhile, convener of
the ruling LDF in Kerala,
E P Jayarajan, on Tuesday
said Rajagopal's remarks
praising Tharoor "indicate
the beginning of a BJP-
Congress unity in the
state."

Jayarajan said the veter-
an BJP leader's speech at
the event indicates that his
party probably has no in-
tention of competing
against Tharoor or field-
ing a candidate from
Thiruvananthapuram Lok
Sabha constituency.

"His (Rajagopal) state-
ment has created anxiety
in the people. His remarks
praising Tharoor is a polit-
ical problem. He made a
statement announcing the
victory of Shashi Tharoor
even before the Lok Sabha
polls began.

"This indicates the be-
ginning of a BJP-Congress
unity in Kerala," the LDF
convener told reporters in
Kannur.

Rajagopal's remarks on
Monday came at a time
when the BJP is attempt-
ingtowinatleasta few
key seats in Kerala, includ-
ing Thiruvananthapuram,
in the upcoming Lok
Sabha polls.

| CANCER CARE CAMP |

Union Minister of State (I/C) for Law & Justice Arjun Ram Meghwal during a health checkup at a free cancer
care camp, in Bikaner, Tuesday.

BJP set to win Sikkim RS seat uncontested

Gangtok, Jan 09 (PTI):
BJP nominee DT Lepcha
is set to win the Rajya
Sabha election in Sikkim
uncontested with no other
candidate filing the nomi-
nation papers, officials
said on Tuesday.

Lepcha, the MLA of
Gnathang Machong in
Pakyong district, would
have anyway won the elec-
tion with the ruling SKM
extending support to him.
The BJP and the SKM to-
gether account for 31 of

IIT-Delhi researchers propose solution for
fair compensation to food-delivery agents

New Delhi, Jan 09 (PTI):

Researchers at the
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) here
have proposed a solution
to ensure fair compensa-
tion for food delivery
agents and minimise the
platform costs, officials
said on Tuesday.

The solution called
"Work4Food", developed
by an IIT-Delhi team, was
recently presented at the
prestigious International
Joint Conference on
Artificial Intelligence.

According to the offi-
cials, the gig economy
model has been a driving
force in the food-delivery
industry, making it diffi-
cult for the delivery agents
to secure their rightful
earnings. Additionally,
food-delivery platforms
have faced challenges in
increasing the delivery
fees beyond a certain
point, creating a complex
dilemma for all the stake-
holders involved.

"We have developed an
order-assignment algo-
rithm (that determines
which delivery agent gets
which order) to ensure
that each delivery person
earns more than the mini-
mum wage. To achieve
this without increasing
the cost for the platforms
or the consumers, we rec-

ommend utilising the de-
livery workers more effi-
ciently and reducing the
habit of over-provision-
ing," said Abhijjnan
Chakraborty, a professor
at the computer science
and engineering depart-
ment of IIT-Delhi.

"Since the platforms
gather a lot of data, by

looking at historical pat-
terns, they can predict the
supply-demand dynamics
in a particular location at
a particular time and ac-
cordingly, onboard deliv-
ery workers if there is a
need," he added.
Chakraborty explained
that Work4Food's mini-
mum income guarantee,

coupled with the flexibili-
ty it offers to the platforms
in onboarding delivery
agents based on the de-
mand-supply dynamics,
minimises unnecessary
travel -- a common practice
among the delivery agents
to strategically position
themselves for the next
order.

the assembly's total 32
seats.

The stipulated time for
the filing of nomination
ended at 3 pm, and only
Lepcha's papers were re-
ceived by the office of the
Returning Officer, the as-
sembly secretariat said.

The scrutiny of the
nomination papers will
take place on Wednesday,
it said.

Chief Minister Prem
Singh Tamang and BJP
state unit president DR

Thapa accompanied
Lepcha when he filed his
nomination papers at the
assembly.

Lepcha was a minister
in the previous SDF gov-
ernment, and held portfo-
lios such as Buildings &
Housing, and Transport.

In the 32-member
Sikkim assembly, SKM
has 19 members, BJP has
12 and the SDF has one
member.

BJP did not win any seat
in the last assembly elec-

tions, in which the SKM
came to power. Lepcha
along with nine MLAs of
the SDF switched over to
the BJP, making it the sec-
ond largest party in the as-
sembly overnight. Later,
the BJP also won by-elec-
tions to two seats, taking
its tally to 12.

Court allows
NewsClick HR head

to turn approver

New Delhi, Jan 09 (PTI): A Delhi
court has allowed NewscClick's
human resources department
chief Amit Chakravarty to turn
an approver in the case lodged
against the news portal under
anti-terror law UAPA over alle-
gations that it received money
to spread pro-China propagan-
da, court sources said on
Tuesday. Special Judge Hardeep
Kaur pardoned Chakravarty,
arrested in the case, on an
application he moved recently
seeking the court's permission
to turn an approver, a move that
could spell trouble for
NewsClick's Editor-in-Chief and
founder Prabir Purkayastha.
Chakravarty also claimed he
was in possession of "material
information" about the case
which he was willing to disclose
to the Delhi Police.

The Special Cell of Delhi
Police had arrested
Purkayastha and Chakravarty
on October 3 and both of them
are currently in judicial custody.
According to the FIR, a large
amount of funds to the news
portal came from China to "dis-
rupt the sovereignty of India"
and cause disaffection against
the country. It also alleged
Purkayastha conspired with a
group -- People's Alliance for
Democracy and Secularism
(PADS) -- to sabotage the elec-
toral process during the 2019
Lok Sabha polls. Raids were
conducted at 88 locations in
Delhi and seven in other states
on October 3 on the suspects
named in the FIR and those that
surfaced in the analysis of data,
police said.




