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reement aftertensetalks ' .oorus A T
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Trump threatens Iran with military action if they fail to reach a deal Indonesian government Thailand has sent a third
has officially ended all humanitarian team to
open dumping landfill Myanmar to support
2e . - MOSCow practices, Environment disaster relief following
Screen grab from PA video shows a view Minister Hanif Faisol the March 28 earthquake.
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British Steel

LONDON

UK lawmakers returned to Par-
liament from their Easter break
on Saturday to approve an
emergency rescue of the coun-
try’s last remaining factory
that makes steel from scratch.
Prime Minister Keir Starmer
summoned lawmakers for the
highly unusual Saturday sitting
to debate a bill aimed at block-
ing British Steel’s Chinese own-
ers, Jingye Group, from closing
the two massive blast furnaces
at its Scunthorpe plant in the
north of England that are key in
the steelmaking process. If the
bill passes, which is expected,
Business Secretary Jonathan
Reynolds will have the power to
direct the company’s board and
work force, ensure its 2,700
workers get paid and order the
raw materials necessary to keep
the blast furnaces running.
The decision to introduce the
emergency legislation was giv-
en added urgency by the recent
move by Jingye to cancel or-
ders for the iron pellets used in
the blast furnaces. Without the
pellets and other raw materi-
als, such as coking coal, they
would likely have to shut for
good, potentially within days,
as the furnaces are extremely
difficult and expensive to re-
start once they have cooled.
That would mean the U.K.
would be the only country in the
Group of Seven industrial na-
tions without the capacity to
make its own steel from scratch
rather than from scrap. The re-
percussions would be huge for
industries like construction, de-
fense and rail. AP

THE United States wants a nu-
clear agreement “as soon as
possible”, Iran said after rare
talks on Saturday, as US Presi-
dent Donald Trump threatens

face-to-face with Trump’s spe-
cial envoy Steve Witkoff dur-
ing the indirect meeting in
Oman, said the talks would
resume next Saturday.

“The American side also said
that a positive agreement was
one that can be reached as soon
as possible but that will not be
easy and will require a willing-
ness on both sides,” Araghchi
told Iranian state television.

“At today’s meeting, I think
we came very close to a basis
for negotiation... Neither we
nor the other party want fruit-
less negotiations, discussions
for discussions’ sake, time
wasting or talks that drag on
for ever,” he added. Oman’s for-
eign minister acted as interme-
diary in the talks in Muscat,
Iran said. The Americans had
called for the meetings to be

Handout picture provided by the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs shows Iran’s
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi (L) meeting with Oman’s Foreign Minister Sayyid
Badr al-Busaidi in Muscat on Saturday | arp

face-to-face. However, the nego-
tiators also spoke directly for
“a few minutes”, Iran’s foreign
ministry said. It said the talks
were held “in a constructive
and mutually respectful atmos-
phere”. The long-term adver-
saries, who have not had diplo-
matic relations for more than
40 years, are seeking a new nu-
clear deal after Trump pulled
out of an earlier agreement
during his first term in 2018.
Araghchi, a seasoned diplo-
mat and key architect of the
2015 accord, and Witkoff, a real
estate magnate, led the delega-

tions in the highest-level Iran-
US nuclear talks since the pre-
vious accord’s collapse.

The two parties were in “sep-
arate halls” and were “convey-
ing their views and positions to
each other through the Omani
foreign minister”, Iran’s for-
eign ministry spokesman Es-
maeil Bagaei posted on X.

The process took place in a
“friendly atmosphere”, Omani
Foreign Minister Badr Albu-
saidi said. Meanwhile the US,
wants to stop Tehran from ever
getting close to developing a
nuclear bomb. AFP

R

A man rides past bicycles which were blown over by strong winds in Beijing on Saturday. Strong winds wreaked havoc in
Beijing and parts of northern China, causing hundreds of flights to be cancelled, public attractions to shut and rail lines to be

suspended, state media said | arp

FROM FEARED TO FABULOUS

Nurofig announced in Bali.
Backed by President
Prabowo Subianto, the
move is part of a national
strategy to achieve 100%

landfills across Indonesia
still use open dumping.
The first phase will target
37 landfills for closure
within six months. Bali,
producing over 3,000
tonnes of daily waste, is a
key focus. Hanif stressed
the effort will be
systematic, despite delays
in meeting 2025 targets.

MALAYSIA

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim
warned that US tariffs on China
could derail Malaysia’s trade
momentum. He said the high US

import duties would affect Malaysia’s

economy, given its close trade ties
with China. Although Malaysia is

temporarily exempted, Anwar said
the country remains vulnerable to

trade tension and shifting policies.

Under Operation
Mandalay 82, the mission
includes 17 Royal Thai
Armed Forces officers
overseeing command,

from the Ministry of Public
Health. Gen Ukrit
Boontanont presided over
the sendoff at Wing 6 in
Bangkok, joined by senior
officials including Dr Opas
Karnkawinpong. He
praised the team’s efforts,
highlighting Thailand’s
commitment to
humanitarian aid.

Trump hails new tarifts as
China hits back on US goods

WASHINGTON

PRESIDENT Donald Trump in-
sisted Friday that his tariff
policy was “doing really well”
despite China hiking levies on
US goods to 125 percent in the
spiraling trade war between
the world’s two biggest
economies.

Investors dumped US govern-
ment bonds, the dollar tumbled
and stocks seesawed after Bei-
jing’s retaliation against
Trump deepened concerns on
already traumatised global
markets.

Trump sent financial mar-
kets into a tailspin by announc-
ing sweeping import taxes on
dozens of trade partners last
week, only to abruptly roll
them back to 10 percent on
Wednesday for 90 days -- while
raising levies on goods from
China. “We are doing really
well on our tariff policy,”
Trump said in a post on his
Truth Social network after Chi-
na announced its latest hike.

“Very exciting for America,
and the World!!! It is moving
along quickly,” he wrote.

The White House said later
that Trump remained “optimis-
tic” about a deal with China,
and added that 15 other coun-
tries have offers “on the table”
during his 90-day pause in their
tariffs. But Press Secretary
Karoline Leavitt added that
“the president made it very
clear, when the United States is
punched he will punch back

US tariffs could shrink
global trade: Economist

Global trade could shrink by three
per cent and exports could see a
shift from markets such as the US
and China to India, Canada and
Brazil, International Trade Centre
Executive Director Pamela Coke-
Hamilton said in Geneva on Friday
has said. “Exports from Mexico are
shifting from markets such as the
US, China, Europe and even other
Latin American countries, with
modest gains.

harder.” The US and Beijing
have been trading salvos of in-
creasingly harsh tariffs since
last week. Chinese President Xi
Jinping gave his first major
comments on the tensions on
Friday, with state media quot-
ing him as saying his country
was “not afraid.” Xi also said
the European Union and China
should “jointly resist unilateral
bullying practices” during
talks with Spain’s Prime Minis-
ter Pedro Sanchez. AFP
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VULTURES have an image problem.
Seen as ugly and associated with
death, they are among the least loved
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ists hope the report will make authori-
ties and the public more aware of the
positive impact of vultures. A study
said half a million people died in In-
dia because of the spread of infec-
tions in the absence of vultures.

time for Africa’s vultures; six of the 11
species found on the continent are
listed as endangered or critically en-
dangered by the International Union
for Conservation of Nature, which
says vultures are highly threatened in

trol and anti-poaching work per-
formed by one of the most efficient
scavengers on the planet. “They are
not up there on the pretty scale. And
they are not popular. But we know
they are very useful,” said Fadzai
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Israel seizes key Gaza corridor, to
expand offensive in battered land

GAZA CITY
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tary) has now completed its takeover of
the Morag axis, which crosses Gaza be-
tween Rafah and Khan Yunis, turning the
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security zone is being expanded, includ-
ing in the Netzarim corridor,” he added.
Top Israeli officials have repeatedly

progress” towards a ceasefire deal to end
the war in Gaza, an official from the
group told AFP, with senior leaders from
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ing 58 hostages held in Gaza.

Cairo later on Saturday. “The IDF (mili-
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