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India feels Canada 
doesn’t take terror 
seriously: Trudeau
WASHINGTON

INDIA believes that Canada 
doesn’t take seriously violence 
or terrorism or incitement to ha-
tred seriously, Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau said on 
Wednesday as he cited founda-
tional responsibility for the Ca-
nadian government for not tak-
ing actions against those 
espousing violence and terror-
ism against a third 
country.

Testifying before 
the public inquiry into 
foreign interference in 
federal electoral proc-
esses and democratic 
institutions, Trudeau 
said,  “We have a char-
ter that protects peo-
ple’s freedoms, peo-
p le ’s  f reedom of  
expression, people’s 
freedoms of  political views, and 
that is not just a foundational 
principle of  free democracies all 
around the world, but it’s par-
ticularly important for Canada. 
That is a country to which peo-
ple have come from every corner 
of  the world in some cases choos-
ing to leave their home country 
because of  political disagree-
ments or other reasons. So de-
fending the rights of  people to 
hold political views that may be 

unpopular in their home coun-
try is a foundational responsibil-
i t y  f o r  a n y  C a n a d i a n 
government.” 

“It is also extremely important 
that people who come to this 
country from every corner of  
the world understand that they 
are free to hold the political be-
liefs that they choose to,’ he said.  
The Canadian government is 
seeking India’s help to find out if  

the alleged interfer-
ence and violence was 
done either by a rogue 
element or directed by 
someone higher up in 
the government. Tru-
deau had no definite 
answer when asked if  
the alleged interfer-
ence was a rogue ele-
ment or authorised by 
the responsible mem-

bers of  the Govern-
ment of  India.

“I think that is an extremely 
important question and that is a 
question that actually we have 
been repeatedly asking the gov-
ernment of  India to assist us on 
and to get to the bottom of  the 
question of  whether it is or could 
be rogue elements within the 
government or whether it was a 
more systemic, systematic en-
deavour for the government of  
India,” Trudeau said.  PTI
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IN a message to dozens of  for-
eign ministers around the 
world, Foreign Minister Israel  
Katz confirms that Hamas lead-
er Yahya Sinwar was killed, be-
coming the first Israeli official 
to do so on the record, The 
Times of  Israel reported.

“The mass murderer Yahya 
Sinwar, who is responsible for 
the massacre and atrocities of  
October 7, was killed today by 
IDF soldiers,” said Katz, ac-
cording to his office. “This is a 
great military and moral 
achievement for Israel and a 
victory for the entire free world 
against the evil axis of  radical 
Is lam led  by  Iran,”  he 
continues.

Katz said the killing “creates 
a possibility” for getting the 
hostages out immediately and 
for creating a Gaza free of  Ha-
mas and Iranian control. “Is-
rael needs your support and as-
sistance now more than ever to 
advance these important goals 
together,” Katz finishes. 

The Republican speaker of  
the US House of  Representa-
tives on Thursday applauded 
the killing of  Hamas leader 
Yahya Sinwar, saying his death 
had brought “relief” to the peo-
ple of  Israel.

“Sinwar’s life was the em-
bodiment of  evil and marked 
by hatred for all that is good in 
the world,” Mike Johnson said 
in a statement. “His death 

brings hope for all those who 
seek to live in freedom, and re-
lief  to Israelis he has sought to 
oppress.”

Israel accuses Sinwar of  
masterminding the attack, the 
deadliest in Israeli history, and 
has been hunting him down 
since the start of  the Gaza war. 
He became the Iran-backed Pal-
estinian militant group’s new 
leader after the killing of  its 
former political chief  Ismail 
Haniyeh in July. Hamas and 
Iran blame Israel for Haniyeh’s 
killing in an attack in Tehran, 
but Israel has not commented 
on it.

Israel’s announcement on 

Sinwar comes weeks after it as-
sassinated Hezbollah chief  
Hassan Nasrallah in a massive 
strike in Lebanon, where its 
military has escalated a war 
since late September. A slew of  
other Iran-backed militant 
commanders have also been 
killed in recent months.

Israel said earlier this year 
that it had killed Mohammed 
Deif, Hamas’s military chief, in 
a strike, though the Palestinian 
group has not confirmed it. 
Deif  stood accused of  working 
with Sinwar to plan the Octo-
ber 7 attack.

With Hamas massively weak-
ened more than a year into the 

Gaza war, Sinwar’s death, if  
confirmed, would deal a seis-
mic blow to the organisation.

In a brief  statement, the mili-
tary said that during “opera-
tions in the Gaza Strip, three 
terrorists were eliminated”. 
Hamas has not confirmed his 
death. An Israeli strike on a 
school sheltering displaced 
people in northern Gaza on 
Thursday killed at least 15 peo-
ple, including five children, ac-
cording to Gaza’s Health 
Ministry.

The Israeli military said the 
strike targeted dozens of  Ha-
mas and Islamic Jihad mili-
tants who had gathered at the 
school. The strike hit the Abu 
Hussein school in Jabaliya, an 
urban refugee camp in north-
ern Gaza where Israel has been 
waging a major air and ground
operation for more than a 
week.

Fares Abu Hamza, head of  
the ministry’s emergency unit 
in northern Gaza, confirmed 
the toll and said dozens of  peo-
ple were wounded. He said the 
nearby Kamal Adwan Hospital 
was struggling to treat the cas-
ualties. “Many women and chil-
dren are in critical condition,’ 
he said.

The military said it targeted 
a command centre run by both 
militant groups inside the 
school. It provided a list of  doz-
ens of  names of  people it iden-
tified as militants, who were 
present when the strike was 
called in. 

The Gaza Strip is still at risk 
of  famine more than a year into 
the Israel-Hamas war, even as 
the number of  people facing 
the most extreme level of  hun-
ger has declined in recent 
months, the international au-
thority on hunger crises said 
on Thursday. The findings come 
after the United States warned 
Israel that it might cut off  mili-
tary aid if  its ally does not do 
more to address the humanitar-
ian crisis in Gaza. AP/AFP
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Revenge achieved: Oct 7 mastermind killed
Hamas chief Yahya Sinwar was killed by IDF soldiers and his death paves way for getting hostages out: Israeli FM

File photo of Yahya Sinwar taken on April  13, 2022 |  AP

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 17 5 LR
Colombo 32 27 SNY
Dhaka 32 26 LR
Dubai 33 30 SNY
Houston 25 18 SNY
Istanbul 17 9 SNY
London 18 13 SNY

Los Angeles 25 13  SNY
Melbourne 23 13 LR
Moscow 8 -1 SNY
New York 19 8 SNY
Singapore 30 26 LR
Toronto 17 7 SNY
Washington 13 12 LR
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GETTING INFORMATION OFF THE INTERNET IS LIKE TAKING A DRINK FROM A FIRE  
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