
P R I Y A  G A N A P A T H Y  
&  A N U R A G  M A L L I C K

F
OR someone whose 
only reference point 
for Bhopal was Soor-
ma Bhopali from 
Sholay, there’s pre-
cious little we knew 
of  the capital city of  
Madhya Pradesh. A 
statue of  Raja Bhoj 

greeted us at the airport, 
which is named after him. The 
11th-century Parmar king who 
ruled over Malwa built a series 
of  dams and Bhojtal, the arti-
ficial lake constructed by him 
— still the largest lake in Mad-
hya Pradesh. The city that de-
veloped around the lake be-
came known as Bhopal.

The area came under the 
Gond dynasty between the 
14th and 18th centuries. In 
1707, Gond Queen Kamala-
pati enlisted the services of  
Dost Muhammad Khan, an 

Afghan mercenary, to avenge 
her husband’s assassi-

nation. Dost was a Pa-
shtun in the Mughal 

army, who became 
a soldier of  fortune 
after Aurangzeb’s 
death. The region 
around present-

day Bhopal was gifted to him 
as jagir, which he skilfully ex-
panded into a princely state. 
Unlike the Persian-Turkic ori-
gins of  most medieval Mus-
lim dynasties, Bhopal stands 
out as a rare principality with  
Afghan roots.

Interestingly, Bhopal State 
was ruled by a series of  four 
Nawab Begums between 1819-
1926. They set up railways, 
universities, hospitals and did 
more for women’s empower-
ment and feminism before 
such terms were even coined! 
Jehan Numa Palace was built 
in 1890 by general Obaidul-
lah Khan, the second son of  
Nawab Sultan Jehan Begum 
and commander-in-chief  of  
the Bhopal State Force. Jehan 
Begum’s third son, Hamidul-
lah Khan, was the last rul-
ing Nawab of  Bhopal and his 
daughter, Sajida, married Saif  
Ali Khan Pataudi’s paternal 
grandfather, Iftikhar Ali  
Khan Pataudi.

In 1983, Jehan Numa 
Palace opened as a heri-
tage hotel with just 16 
rooms. Over the years, 
it was expanded to a 
hundred rooms with 
stables and trotting 
tracks for their thor-
oughbred horses. The 

old foraging grounds on Bho-
pal’s outskirts, where fod-
der was grown for the royal 
horses, were transformed 
into a 12.5-acre oasis called 
Jehan Numa Retreat. Every 
Jehan Numa property has an 
iconic tree reserved for be-
spoke lamplit dinners under 
starry skies. So, we headed 
there. “Bhopal’s cuisine has 
Afghan and Frontier influ-
ences and the dishes are not 
too spicy or rich”, explained 
Saleem Quraishi, who also 
belongs to Bhopal’s royal fam-
ily. At Under The Jamun Tree 
(the restaurant) he recounted 
stories while we savoured the 
Lost Recipes of  Central In-
dia — pilfora (pounded meat), 
chicken rezala (green corian-
der based gravy), jangli maas 
(mutton curry), chapli kebab 
and gulab ki kheer. One dish 

relished by general Obaidul-
lah Khan’s wife was Parindey 
mein Parinda, where up to sev-
en birds were stuffed into one 
another like an avian matrush-
ka. A sparrow was stuffed in-
side a quail, which went into a 
partridge that was put inside 
a jungle fowl, in turn loaded 
into a goose, which was stuffed 
into a peacock! We restricted 
ourselves to enjoying birds  
in flight.

Bhopal is the ideal base 
to explore the ancient cave 
drawings of  Bhimbetka and 
wildlife safaris in Satpura Na-
tional Park. Google ‘Tigers 

of  Bhopal’ and you’ll dis-
cover that 11 tigers roam 
around the forested city. 
It was while hunting 
for Tatya Tope after the 
1857 Sepoy Mutiny that 

captain James Forsyth stum-
bled upon the Satpura Hills. 
Pachmarhi was declared the 
first reserve forest in India, 
though Satpura was notified 
as a tiger reserve as recently 
as 2000. Unlike Kanha, Band-
havgarh, Panna and Pench, 
Satpura is perhaps Central 
India’s best-kept secret. The 
Tawa River and its tributary 
Denwa, snake through the for-
est with a reservoir forming 
the western boundary of  the 
park and adjoining Bori Wild-
life Sanctuary.

After a magnificent sighting 
of  a leopard by the riverbank 
and a sloth bear in the bush 
in the core area, we spotted 
a tigress with three cubs on 
the tracks of  the buffer zone, 
thanks to our guides.  Back at 
our hotel, Reni Pani Jungle 
Lodge, we celebrated at the Gol 
Ghar with a Bhopali thali, and 
tendu ice-cream made from for-
aged fruits and flowers. Sum-
mers are warm but great for 
tiger sightings. After a brief  
lull of  the monsoon, the park 
reopens with the additional 
charm of  horse riding holidays  
in winter. 

CENTRAL INDIA’S  
BEST-KEPT 

SECRET
Spot royal 

Bengal tigers in 
the forests of 

Madhya Pradesh 
with the royalty 
of Bhopal while 

savouring the 
lost recipes of 

their family...
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Air Canada has refurbished the 
Premium Economy Class on India-
Canada flights, offering wider seats, 
extra legroom and upgraded services

Infrastructure development nears 
completion as the Sikkim route  
to Kailash Mansarovar Yatra via 
Nathula is set to reopen in June 2025
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Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka

TENDER NOTICE
Tender Notice No.02/2025-2026/SDO/Dated: 20.05.2025

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT 
PROJECTS CIRCLE, CHENNAI-16

For and on behalf of Governor of Tamilnadu an Item Rate Tender through 
online only will be received upto 02.06.2025, 14.00 hours by the Superintending 
Engineer (H), Projects Circle, Chennai for One Road Over Bridge work (Balance 
work) under the Scheme of Railway Works Programe 2007-08 in respect of 
Chennai (H) Projects Division.

Name of work, approximate value of work, EMD, availability of tender 
documents and all other details are available from 23.05.2025 onwards in the 
Government website https://tntenders.gov.in .  If any changes / Corrections/ 
Amendments etc., to the tender,  it will be published on the above Government 
website only.

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (H) 
PROJECTS CIRCLE, CHENNAI - 16DIPR/2417/TENDER/2025

B-®æãÃOÚàÀÁéÈæßMmé  ÈÚßÁÚß mæMsÚÁé ®ÚÃOÚlzæ

«ÚVÚÁÚÑÚºÛ OÛ¾ÚáÛ%Ä¾Úß, _OÚQÈÚßVÚ×ÚàÁÚß
CITY MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, CHIKKAMAGALURU

ÑÚMSæÀ:Ò.GM.Ò/ÒOæGM/GÑé.G±é.Ò. ÉËæÞÎÚ/Ò.AÁé/68/2024-25 ¦«ÛMOÚ: 19-05-2025

Office: 08262 - 230420, Fax: 0862232272,  Commissioner: 08262 - 232272, 
Helpline: 08262 - 232222, E-mail ID: comm_ckg@yahoo.co.in   Website: www.chickmagalur.gov.in

2024-25«æÞ GÑé.G±é.Ò. ÉËæÞÎÚ @«Úß¥Û«Ú ¾æàÞd«æ¾Úßt C Oæ×ÚOÚMsÚ OÛÈÚßVÛÂVÚ×Ú«Úßò ¬ÈÚ%ÕÑÚßÈÚ 
¶VæX ÅæàÞOæàÞ®Ú¾æàÞW BÅÛSæ¾ÚßÆÇ «æàM¥Û¿ß}Ú @ÔÚ% ÒÉÅé VÚß~¡Væ¥ÛÁÚÂM¥Ú  ¦Ê-ÄOæàÞmæ ®Ú¥Úª~¾ÚßÆÇ                      
ÎÚÁÚ}Úß¡VÚØVæà×Ú®Úlßo B-®æãÃOÚàÀÁéÈæßMmé ÈÚßàÄOÚ mæMsÚÁé AÔÛÊ¬ÑÚÅÛW¥æ.

OÚÃ 
ÑÚM OÛÈÚßVÛÂ ÉÈÚÁÚ @M¥Ûdß Èæà}Ú¡ 

(ÁÚà.ÄOÚÐVÚ×ÚÆÇ) ÉßÞÑÚÅÛ~ B.GM.t. 
(ÁÚà.VÚ×ÚÆÇ)

1 DMA/2024-25/RD/WORK_INDENT37909/CALL-3 93.60 ÑÛÈÚáÛ«ÚÀ 1,58,600

2 DMA/2024-25/RD/WORK_INDENT37918/CALL-3 90.50 ÑÛÈÚáÛ«ÚÀ 1,53,400
mæMsÚÁé ±ÛÁÚM ·æÅæ B-®æãÃOÚàÀÁéÈæßMmé«ÚM}æ                 OÛÅÛÈÚ©: 06 ~MVÚ×Úß (ÈÚß×æVÛÄ ÔæàÁÚ}Úß®ÚtÒ)
1. B-®æãÃOÚàÀÁéÈæßMmé ®æãÞl%Åé«ÚÆÇ mæMsÚÁé ÑÚÆÇÑÚÄß Oæà«æ¾Úß ¦«ÛMOÚ: 05-06-2025ÁÚ 17.00 VÚMmæ¾ÚßÈÚÁæVæ.
2. }ÛM~ÃOÚ ¸sé }æÁæ¾ÚßßÈÚ ¦«ÛMOÚ: 06-06-2025ÁÚ 17.30 VÚMmæVæ.
3. A£%OÚ ¸sé }æÁæ¾ÚßßÈÚ ¦«ÛMOÚ : 09-06-2025ÁÚ 11.00 VÚMmæVæ.
  Ôæ_`«Ú ÉÈÚÁÚVÚ×Ú«Úßò C OÚaæÞÂ¾Úß OæÄÑÚ¥Ú ÈæÞ×æ¾ÚßÆÇ ÈÚß}Úß¡ https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in «ÚÆÇ 
®Úsæ¾Úß¶ÔÚß¥ÛW¥æ. OÛÁÚzÛM}ÚÁÚVÚØM¥Ú ¾ÚáÛÈÚâ¥æÞ ¶¥ÚÅÛÈÚzæVÚ×Û¥Ú§ÆÇ B-®æãÞl%Åé«ÚÆÇ ÈÚáÛ}ÚÃ ®ÚÃOÚnÑÚÅÛVÚßÈÚâ¥Úß. 
¦«Ú®Ú~ÃOæVÚ×ÚÆÇ ®ÚÃOÚnÑÚÅÛVÚßÈÚâ¦ÄÇ. VÚß~¡Væ¥ÛÁÚÁÚß Oæ.¯.¯. ®æãÞl%Åé«ÚÆÇ VÚÈÚß¬ÑÚ¶ÔÚß¥ÛW¥æ.

ÑÚÕ/- 
(*ÈÚß~ ÑÚßeÛ}Ú ÌÈÚOÚßÈÚáÛÁé)
@¨ÚÀOÚÐÁÚß, «ÚVÚÁÚÑÚºæ, _OÚQÈÚßVÚ×ÚàÁÚß

ÑÚÕ/-
 (* ¸.Ò. ¶ÑÚÈÚÁÛdß Oæ.GM.G.GÑé.)
®èÁÛ¾ÚßßOÚ¡ÁÚß, «ÚVÚÁÚÑÚºæ, _OÚQÈÚßVÚ×ÚàÁÚß

ÑÚÕ/- 
(*ÈÚß~ @«Úß ÈÚß¨ÚßOÚÁé)

D®Û¨ÚÀOÚÐÁÚß, «ÚVÚÁÚÑÚºæ, _OÚQÈÚßVÚ×ÚàÁÚß

RASHTRIYA RAKSHA UNIVERSITY
An Institution of National Importance

Pioneering National Security and Police University of India
Lavad - Dahegam - 382305 Gandhinagar, Gujarat, INDIA.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Rashtriya Raksha University invites online the bids from firms/contractors of repute in two 
bid system for the following work.

NIT No.: RRU/CDFM/OUTDOOR_PVL/25-26/03
Name of Work: Construction of Cricket Pavilion and Multipurpose Training Tower including all
MEP Services at RRU Campus at Lavad, Gandhinagar.
Estimated Cost: Rs. 7.37/- Crores (Incl. GST)
Tender Fees: Rs. 21,240/- (Incl. GST)
Earnest Money: Rs. 18,43,000/-
Period of Completion: 6 Months
Last time date of online submission of bid: 02.06.2025 at 3.30 pm
Interested bidders from all over India can download and submit the tender document from the 
website https://eprocure.gov.in.
Any other mode of submission shall not be entertained.
Dt. 19/05/2025    INF/392/2025-26 I/c. Registrar
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