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Around 12 g of gold ornaments and a CCTV DVR 
device were found stolen from a locked house at 
KNG Pudur in Coimbatore’s outskirts on Saturday. 
Thudiyalur police have registered cases

THEFT AT 
HOUSE
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Man dupes relative 
of `1.64 cr, arrested

Back-to-back pipeline 
works disrupt Siruvani 
water supply in Kovai

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Coimbatore

THE district crime branch on Saturday 
arrested a previously-held woman’s ab-
sconding husband for duping a relative 
of  ̀ 1.64 crore under the pretext of  start-
ing a women’s Self-Help Group (SHG) 
and promising high returns.

In January 2023, N Ramya (37) and her 
husband, N Nagaraj (48) of  Okkili-
palayam approached their relative, A 
Puviyarasu (37), a businessman from 
Oonjavelampatti, Pollachi claiming to 
have launched a SHG and convinced 
him that lending weekly loans to its 
members would generate high profits, 
police said. Puviyarasu previously in-
vested `4.90 lakh with them, following 
which they paid interest into his bank 
account. Believing this, he invested an 
additional ̀ 1.64 crore in multiple instal-
ments from January to December 2023. 
After 2024, they stopped payouts, and Pu-
viyarasu realised that they were not op-
erating any SHG. Later when Puviyar-
asu asked money frequently, they failed 
to give it for over a year and began 
threatening him. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Coimbatore

DRINKING water supply from the Siru-
vani Dam to residential areas of  the dis-
trict has been severely affected following 
back-to-back pipeline works that are be-
ing carried out by the TWAD Board and 
the CCMC over the past week.

The disruption began earlier last week 
when the civic body began to carry out 
critical interlinking works, reducing sup-
ply from 100 to 50 MLD. These works aim 
to connect the Siruvani pipeline with the 
Pillur Scheme-3 to improve water man-
agement during periods of  low dam stor-
age. As works neared completion, a fresh 
setback occurred last Friday when a 
pipeline was accidentally damaged dur-
ing road-widening work by the SH de-
partment near Kalampalayam on Siru-
vani Main Road. The TWAD Board is 
now doing emergency repairs. Officials 
said full restoration is expected soon.

Despite ban, street snacks 
come with a shade of ink
Toxic chemicals from newspapers may leach into food, say officials

P E A R S O N  L E N E K A R  S R  @ Tiruchy 

NINE years after the Food Safe-
ty and Standards Authority of  
India (FSSAI) banned the use of  
newspapers for directly wrap-
ping or serving food, vendors 
c o n t i n u e  t h e  p r a c t i c e 
unabated.

From vadas and samosas to 
chicken pakoras, oily snacks 
are routinely served on printed 
sheets — a habit driven by af-
fordability, convenience, and lax 
enforcement.

Despite FSSAI’s warning that 
toxic ink chemicals can leach 
into hot or greasy food, tea stalls 
and bakeries across the city per-
sist, with shopkeepers citing 
cost pressures. English dailies 
bought from scrap dealers at 

`25–30 per kg are cut into 
squares and used for up to 15 
days. 

At a tea stall in Othakadai, 
stacks of  cut newspapers were 
seen ready for use. “If  we raise 
prices by even `2, customers 
would switch shops,” said a 
shopkeeper, pointing to econom-
ic resistance to change. Howev-
er, a few shops using food-safe 
options mainly like khaki but-
ter paper sheets and banana 
leaves have managed to retain 
customers, suggesting that re-
luctance to change also stems 
from inertia, not just cost

“These newspapers are the 
only option here if  I need to 
soak up the oil,” said KC Rajal-
ingam, a regular customer at 
the Othakadai’s tea stall. “Even 

if  it’s not healthier, I have no 
choice,” he added.

Food safety officials, while 
stressing the risks, say, “News-
paper ink contains petroleum-
based mineral oils, toluene, co-
balt, benzene, and aromatic 
amines. These can leach into 
food and accumulate in the 
body.”  The officials say viola-
tors are fined `1,000-2,000 but 
declined to reveal how many 
shops were booked or how 
often.  

Dr MA Aleem, a city-based 
doctor, said, “It increases the 
risk of  digestive issues, hor-
mone disruption, and even can-
cer, especially among children, 
the elderly, and the immuno-
compromised if  consumed 
regularly.”

Portal helps us identify district-wise 
bull populations & breeds: Official
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

NATIVE bull breeds such as 
Kangayam, Umblachery, Alam-
badi, Bargur, and Pulikulam 
took part in these events.

As per the last livestock cen-
sus taken in 2019, Tamil Nadu 
had around 3.3 lakh indigenous 
bulls. “There seems to be a 
slight increase in the number 
of  bulls in recent years. How-
ever, the exact figures will be 
known only when the 21st Live-
stock Census results are re-
leased in a few months,” said 
an official from the Department 
of  Animal Husbandry and Vet-
erinary Services.

The official noted that bull-
taming events had traditionally 
remained unorganised, with no 
formal record of  bulls, tamers, 
or spectators. Sources indicat-
ed that the animal husbandry 
department sent a proposal to 
build a comprehensive data-
base that generates a unique 
identification code for each 
participating bull. 

“Currently, there is no mech-
anism to track the number of  
events in which a single bull 
may have taken part. A propos-
al has been submitted to the 
state government to address 
this gap. The portal will also 
help us identify district-wise 
bull populations and breeds 
that will be vital for conserving 
native breeds,” the official 
said.

 “The data can serve as a val-
uable resource for major policy 
decisions concerning native 

bull breeds and other related 
sectors,” the official added.

Revenue and police depart-
ment sources told TNIE that 
due to strict monitoring, nearly 
all events were conducted only 
after obtaining formal approval 
through the online portal ht-
tps://www.jallikattu.tn.gov.in. 

“Unauthorised bull races in 
villages and towns, particular-
ly in Vellore, Tiruvannamalai, 
and other northern districts, 
have been completely curtailed. 
This may explain the increase 
in the number of  events that 
have been accounted for,” ex-
plained an official.

Bull racing is traditionally 
conducted in Vellore, Tiruvan-
namalai, Ranipet, Krishnagiri, 
and Dharmapuri, while vada-
madu (a style of  letting bulls 
run in open fields) is prevalent 

in Sivaganga and Pudukkottai 
districts. 

This year, of  the total, seven 
to eight were vadamadu events, 
while 170 were bull racing 
events, and the rest were Jal-
likattu. About five bull tamers 
lost their lives this year, and 
over 200 spectators sustained 
injuries.

The state government organ-
ises Jallikattu in Alanganallur, 
Palamedu, and Avaniyapuram 
in Madurai district between 
January 14 and 17, while other 
enthusiasts organise similar 
events in their towns and vil-
lages in the rest of  the state 
from January to May 31. 

It may be noted both specta-
tors and bull tamers are in-
sured, with coverage of  up to ̀ 5 
lakh per person and a total lim-
it of  `1 crore for 20 persons.

NIRL to provide energy storage services
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

A senior official from TNGECL said 
that large-scale tapping of  renewable 
energy sources like solar and wind 
comes with its own challenges, includ-
ing technology for storing power dur-
ing lean seasons and managing the 
state’s power grid, as these sources are 
not available throughout the year.

The official said, “Since renewable 
energy is not steady all the time, we 
are facing integration issues in the 

grid. To make better use of  the exist-
ing transmission lines even when so-
lar or wind power is not available and 
to meet the evening peak demand, bat-
tery energy storage systems (BESS) 
are the best solution.” He further said 
that storing solar power during the 
day will help supply clean electricity 
during evening hours when power de-
mand is high. “This will reduce costs 
and also support clean energy usage 
beyond daylight hours, helping the 
state move towards low-carbon 

growth,” the official added.
TNGECL has planned to set up 1,000 

MWh of  battery storage capacity in 
selected substations under the State’s 
Viability Gap Funding (VGF) scheme. 
In the first phase, a 500 MWh BESS 
project has been awarded. According 
to NLC India, the projects will be exe-
cuted under the Build-Own-Operate 
(BOO) model and have been awarded 
through a tariff-based competitive bid-
ding process under the State Compo-
nent of  the VGF.

Govt, pvt buses 
told to halt at 
Kinathukadavu
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

THE RTO at Pollachi has strict-
ly ordered that all private and 
corporation buses operating be-
tween Ukkadam and Pollachi 
must enter the Kinathukadavu 
bus stand to pick up and drop 
off  passengers.

Following complaints, RTO 
officers have directed TNSTC, 
Coimbatore, and private bus 
owners to comply and also 
placed a warning board at the 
Kinathukadavu bus stand.

P Kathir, a Kinathukadavu 
resident, said, “Despite the bus 
stand being centrally located be-
tween Pollachi and Coimbatore, 
most private and corporation 
bus conductors bypass the Ki-
nathukadavu bus stand, to save 
time and increase revenue,” he 
said.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Kovai RDO cancels fake patta
Coimbatore: Coimbatore South Revenue Divisional 

Officer C Ramkumar cancelled a fake patta created 
by five persons for 36.50 cents of land at 

Telungupalayam.  Based on a petition to Collector 
Pavankumar G Giriyappanavar by the land owner, 

revenue department investigated and cancelled the 
patta. Sarkunam of Telungupalayam was in 

possession of the land for 50 years. Deepa and 
Viswanathan from Selvapuram, and Eswari, Renuka 

and Rani from Saibaba Colony joined hands to 
encroach his land, prepared fake pattas and tried to 

transfer it to their names.  ENS

United Educational Institutions and Bengaluru S-Vyasa School, 
jointly celebrated International Yoga Day. United Educational 
Institutions founder and chairperson S Shanmugam, Svyasa 
School doctors Kamal and Dhakshin were present |  EXPRESS

JALLIKATTU 2025
SEASON AT A GLANCE

Total 
events held

352

Total bulls 
involved

1.14 lakh Registered 
bull tamers

41,000
Average 
events 

per  
bull

4 to 5

Total bull 
population in 

TN (as per 2019 
livestock census)

3.3 lakh
Insurance cover

I5 lakh
Coming soon:  Dedicated portal to maintain a database of participating bulls

per person (for up 
to 20 persons – 
spectators & tamers)


