
CHENNAI05 FRIDAY24�01�2025

Over 2,500 graduate from Crescent
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chennai

A total of  2,518 received their degrees 
at the 14th convocation of  BS Abdur 
Rahman Crescent Institute of  Science 
and Technology on Thursday. While 
687 attended the convocation in per-
son, others received their degrees in-
absentia. 

Those who received their degrees 
included 1,751 undergraduates, 708 
postgraduates and 59 PhD scholars. A 
total of  65 students received gold med-
als for their outstanding academic 
performance. 

M Vellaipandi, Director General of  
the Standardisation Testing and Qual-
ity Certification Directorate in Union 

Ministry of  Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology, was the chief  guest. 
In his convocation address, he urged 
the graduates to embrace challenges 
with resilience, pursue continuous 
learning and strive to make a positive 
impact on society. 

Guest of  honour Rangarajan Ragha-
van, former MD of  HCL Infosystems 
Ltd, emphasised India’s potential for 
technological advancements while A 
Mohamed Ali, Managing Director of  
South India Shelters Pvt. Ltd., high-
lighted the crucial role of  India’s 
young workforce in shaping the na-
tion’s future. 

Earlier, vice-chancellor T Muruge-
san welcomed the gathering. 

`350-crore contract signed to 
develop Chennai Central Tower
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chennai

CHENNAI Metro Asset Management 
Limited (CMAML), a special purpose 
vehicle jointly formed by Chen-
nai Metro Rail Limited and 
Tamil Nadu Industrial De-
velopment Corporation, has 
signed a contract to develop 
Chennai Central Tower at a 
cost of  `349.88 crore.

A release said the landmark 
project symbolises Chennai’s trans-
formation into a global metropolis 
and multi-model hub. Strategically 
located near the Chennai Central 

Railway Station, this 27-storey struc-
ture intends to seamlessly integrate 
connectivity, modern amenities and 
sustainability.

The letter of  acceptance, based
on a tender process, for con-

structing the structure was 
issued to Renaatus Projects 
Private Limited last month. 
The State Environment Im-

pact Assessment Authority re-
cently cleared the project.

The contract was signed in the pres-
ence of  Chairman of  CMAML MA 
Siddique by CMAML director T Arc-
hunan, and S Manoj Poosappan, Man-

aging Director of  Renaatus Projects 
Private Limited.

Designed to meet international 
green building standards, the tower 
will incorporate eco-friendly con-
struction materials, energy-efficient 
systems, renewable energy and water 
conservation measures. The hub will 
offer spaces for business, leisure and 
hospitality, creating a dynamic envi-
ronment for residents, commuters, 
tourists, and visitors.

With its state-of-the-art infrastruc-
ture and strategic location, it aims to 
enhance the city’s connectivity, econ-
omy, and quality of  life.

A total of 687 graduands received certificates at the event held on Thursday |  EXPRESS

Man killed by jumbo; 3rd death in a month
COIMBATORE: A 69-year-old man was killed in a wild elephant attack at 
Dhaliyur near Chinna Thadagam on Thursday morning. The deceased has 
been identified as K Natarajan of Dhalliyur. The  incident occurred two km 
from the forest when he went alone for a walk at 6 am. This is the third 
human death reported in Coimbatore forest division within a month. The 
negative interactions with elephants are likely to go up in the coming 
months as summer is approaching and animals would come out of forest in 
search of food and water. ENS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

New VP elected
Chennai: Dr N Palaniappan, 
head, Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology, 
Sri Ramachandra Institute 
of Higher Education and 
Research, has been elected 
vice president of the 
Federation of Obstetric and 
Gynaecological Societies of 
India. According to a release, 
he was appointed at the 
annual meet of Federation 
of Obstetric and 
Gynaecological Societies of 
India, Mumbai, recently. The 
federation has  45,000 
members. The federation, 
through its programmes in 
education, advocacy and 
collaboration with 
international organisations, 
has contributed to improving 
healthcare standards and 
reducing maternal and 
infant mortality rates, the 
release added. ENS

Organs donated
Chennai: Organs of a 
48-year-old man from 
Thoothukudi who was 
declared brain dead by 
doctors at the Government 
Stanley Medical College 
Hospital were harvested. 
According to a release, a 
kidney and liver were 
transplanted to two 
recipients at the hospital. 
Another kidney was 
transplanted to a recipient 
from Government Kilpauk 
Medical College Hospital. 
Eyes and skin were stored in 
the Government Stanley 
Government Hospital. ENS

BJP flags non-veg 
consumption at 
Thiruparankundram 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Madurai 

A photograph that went viral on 
Wednesday that purportedly 
showed some individuals consum-
ing non-veg food at Thiruparankun-
dram Hill, home to both a dargah 
and a temple, has sparked reli-
gious tension in the area. 

Strong reactions from TN BJP 
president K Annamalai and Ram-
anathapuram MP Navas Kani on 
Thursday sparked tension in the 
region.

Annamalai condemned Navas 
Kani for allegedly bringing a 
group and consuming biryani at 
the hills. BJP leader H Raja, who 
visited the Murugan Temple, told 
media persons, “A member of  the 
Lok Sabha (in a veiled reference to 
Navas Kani) visited the spot and 
committed a heinous act. He 
should be arrested.”

Navas  Kani, also the chairman 
of  the Tamil Nadu Waqf  Board, 
told TNIE, “The Sikandar Basha 
dargah situated on the hills comes 
under the board. Considering the 
recent tensions, I visited the place 
to understand the issue. For years, 
there has been a customary way 
of  offering prayers at the dargah 
and people of  all religions visit the 
holy place. However, in recent 
times, unnecessary tension has 
been raked up the BJP to affect re-
ligious harmony in the area, 
which will not happen in Tamil 
Nadu.”

HR&CE department officials 
have refused to comment.
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