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MOCK DRILL

NDRF personnel demonstrate during a joint mock exercise of NDRF, Railways and other agencies at Kanpur
New Coaching Complex, in Kanpur, Wednesday.

Mumbai, Nov 29 (PTI):
At least eight persons
were injured as five hous-
es collapsed after a gas
cylinder exploded in one of
them in Chembur area of

Mumbai on Wednesday
morning, while 11 people
were rescued, civic offi-
cials said. The incident oc-
curred at 7.50 am at Old
Barrack near Golf Club.

"A gas cylinder exploded
in a house, leading to the
collapse of five two-storey
structures," a civic official
said. A total of eight per-
sons were injured in the

incident. While six of
them were discharged
after treatment, a couple
remain admitted at sepa-
rate hospitals in the city.

Eleven people, including
at least five persons
stranded on the first floors
of the houses, were res-
cued, the official said.

Following the explosion,
the fire brigade, police,
civic staff, ambulance
service and other agencies
were mobilised.

"Five fire brigade vehi-
cles rushed to the spot and
the personnel carried out
a search operation to en-
sure that nobody was
trapped under the debris
of the collapsed houses,"
he said. The injured per-
sons included a 49-year-old
woman among others. She
sustained about 80 per
cent burn injuries to her
face, hands and legs, the
official added.

Eight hurt as five houses collapse
after gas cylinder explosion

Firemen and others clean the debris after a gas cylinder exploded in 
a house at Chembur, in Mumbai, Wednesday.

 11 rescued

Uttarkashi, Nov 29: 

Feroze Qureshi and
Monu Kumar, experts in
the rat-hole mining tech-
nique, were the first to
meet the 41 labourers res-
cued from the Silkyara
tunnel in Uttarakhand
after they cleared the last
bit of the rubble inside
the structure.

All the 41 workers were
rescued on Tuesday
evening after 17 days of a
multi-agency operation
conducted by the central
and state governments.

Qureshi from Delhi and
Kumar from Uttar
Pradesh were part of a 12-
member team of rat-hole
mining technique experts
who were called on
Sunday to do the drilling
after an American auger
machine came across hur-
dles while clearing the
rubble.

"They (the labourers)
could hear us when we
reached the last portion of
the rubble. Soon after re-
moving the rubble, we got
down to the other side,"
Qureshi, a resident of

Delhi's Khajoori Khas,
told PTI.

"The labourers thanked
and hugged me. They also
lifted me on their shoul-
ders," he said, adding that
he was happier than the
rescued workers.

Qureshi is an employee
of the Delhi-based
Rockwell Enterprises and
an expert in tunnelling
work.

"They (the labourers)
gave me almonds and
asked my name. Soon, our
other colleagues joined us
and we were there for

about half an hour,"
Kumar, a resident of
Bulandshahr in Uttar
Pradesh, said.

He said the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) personnel went
inside the tunnel after
them. "We came back only
after the NDRF personnel
arrived," Kumar said.

"We are very happy that
we were part of this his-
toric operation," he
added.

The leader of the 12-
member team from
Rockwell Enterprises,
Wakeel Hassan, said he
was approached for help
by a company involved in
the rescue operation four
days ago.

"The work got delayed
while removing the por-
tion of the auger from the
rubble. We started at 3 pm
on Monday and finished
the work at 6 pm on
Tuesday," Hassan said,
adding, "We had said the
work would be finished in
24 to 36 hours and that is
what we did."

He also said they did
not charge any money for
taking part in the rescue
operation.

Rat-hole mining team did the tunnel rescue for free

(L-R, top row) The 12-member team of ‘rat-hole’ miners from Rockwell Enterprises
Wakeel Hassan (leader), Monu Kumar, Feroze Qureshi, Nasir Khan, Jatin, Devender
Kumar, (L-R, bottom row) Munna Qureshi, Irshad Ansari, Rashid Ansari, Naseem
Malik, Ankur and Saurabh who successfully rescued the 41 trapped workers. 

Imphal/Churachandpur, Nov
29 (PTI): Thousands of Kuki Zo
people on Wednesday hit the
streets in several districts of
Manipur demanding separate
administration for the commu-
nity. In Churachandpur, agita-
tors under the aegis of Zo
United, an organisation of the
community, undertook a
three-km-long march from
Lamka Public Ground to the
'Wall of Remembrance' near
the DC office. They urged the
Centre to hasten the process
of establishing a separate
administration in areas of the
state dominated by the Kuki
Zo community. The agitators

submitted a memorandum to
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah through the deputy com-
missioner.

In the memorandum, Zo
United said a separate admin-
istration was needed as
Imphal, which has major gov-
ernment establishments, edu-
cational institutions, health-
care facilities and the lone air-
port in the state, has become
inaccessible for the Kuki Zo
people, including government
officials and tribal MLAs, after
the community's expulsion
from the Imphal Valley since
the commencement of ethnic
strife in May.

Kuki Zo community 
brings out rallies demanding

separate administration

Mumbai, Nov 29: 

Get ready for a captivating
journey into mythology with
Shemaroo TV's upcoming
show, 'Karmadikari Shanidev.'
Often perceived as the bearer
of misfortune and feared for
his reputation for anger, the
series will not only explore the
untold narratives of the lord of
justice, Shanidev but will also
highlight his softer, loving rela-
tionship with his mother,
Chhaya.  She plays a crucial
role as the most significant fig-
ure in Shani's life. The talented
Suhasi Dhami has been roped
in to play the roles of Chaaya
and Sanghya in this series,

promising an enlightening and
heartfelt storyline.

Sharing her excitement
Suhasi Dhami said, "Returning
to the screen after 5 years, I'm
super excited about diving into
mythology once again. Playing
the roles of Chhaya and
Sanghya in ‘Karmadikari
Shanidev' has been a joyful
journey so far we have a very
cooperative crew and the cast
is also fun to work with. One of
the key reasons I signed up for
this project was the chance to
collaborate with Nikhil Sinha
again. 

Mythological shows bring a
unique flavor, and we face a lot
of challenges. One of them is
mastering the dialect, as the
dialogues are often in Sanskrit
so during rehearsals, we have
to be extra conscious of our
lines. I hope the audience
appreciates the effort we're
putting in and showers us with
love as we bring this intriguing
tale to life."

As for other cast members
and the launch date, Shemaroo
TV and the production house
are keeping things under
wraps. Stay tuned to Shemaroo
TV for more updates.

‘A mother’s love 
in mythical realms’

Kolkata, Nov 29 (PTI) :

A post graduate stu-
dent of Jadavpur
University, which was in
the eye of the storm
after the death of a
fresher due to alleged
ragging, on Wednesday
levelled harassment
charges against some
seniors of the boys' main
hostel.

The complaints by the
arts department student
came a week after the
university barred the
entry of six students
who were allegedly in-
volved in the incident
that led to the death of
the fresher in August.

The six were barred
from entering the cam-
pus indefinitely. A senior
faculty member said the
philosophy department
post graduate student
complained in a mail to
the Dean of Arts that he
was subjected to various
kinds of mental torture
and abuses after being
tasked by the hostel
mess committee with
buying essentials from
the local market over the
size of fish and vegeta-
bles. "I am not feeling
safe as I am being sub-
jected to physical ges-
tures and cold glares by
some boarders. Neither
is it possible for me to

carry on my study from
outside. Please take me
out of the particular
block where I stay now
and shift (me) to another
hostel in the campus,"
the student added.

JU officiating Vice-
chancellor Buddhadeb
Sau told PTI, "I have

heard it (about the mail
by the student). Let the
convenor of the anti-rag-
ging committee examine
the matter."

Expressing concern
over the complaint, the
Jadavpur University
Teachers Association
(JUTA) general secre-

tary Partha Pratim Roy
called for speedy investi-
gation by the university
authorities and "prompt,
effective steps to elimi-
nate the menace of rag-
ging". The incident of

ragging and subsequent
death of an under gradu-
ate first year Bengali
student in the same hos-
tel building on August 9
rocked the campus and
state.

Fresh ragging charge against seniors by JU student


