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CM announces new fire stations at Bhimtal,
Dwarahat, Gauchar, Purola & Sahastradhara

The State government will set up new
fire stations at Bhimtal, Dwarahat,

Gauchar, Purola and Sahastradhara.
The government will also establish a
world-class training centre for the Fire
Services in the State. These announce-
ments were made by chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami in a programme
organized on the occasion of Fire Serv-
ice week at Police Line, Dehradun on
Saturday. 

Speaking on the occasion, the CM
said that the personnel of Uttarakhand
Fire and Emergency Services have saved

property worth more than Rs 53,000
crore, saved more than 27,000 humans
lives and about 7,000 animals from fire
since the creation of Uttarakhand. He
said that the women are also contribut-
ing as fire-fighters in Uttarakhand Fire
Services, which makes everyone proud. 

Dhami said the State government is
working on strengthening the infra-
structure related to fire and emergency
services and modernisation of fire fight-

ing equipment. He said that the Union
government has approved a sum of Rs
71 crore for Uttarakhand Fire and

Emergency Services. At present, efforts
are underway to build 18 fire stations in
the State and purchase world-class
equipment to deal with fire emergen-
cies. 

The CM said that mapping of fire sta-
tions is being done in accordance with
the geographical conditions and re-
quirements of Uttarakhand, after which
fire stations can be opened in remote
areas. He said that the role of fire serv-
ices becomes more important during
natural disasters. Last year, during the
disasters in Kedarnath, Tanakpur, Kha-
tima, Arakot and Raini, the fire service
employees worked with diligence and
dedication.  The CM directed that the
Forest and Fire Service departments
should respond promptly to prevent for-
est fires. He said that Fire Services will
also play an important role in the suc-
cessful and efficient conduct of the up-
coming Char Dham Yatra.

In the programme, the CM felicitated
seven fire-fighters who won medals
during the Third All India Fire Service
Games and two fire-fighters who won
DGFS Disc Medal of Home Ministry,
Government of India. He also flagged
off 20 new fire tenders and fire fighting
vehicles which were included in the fleet
of the State Fire Services.

Dehradun mayor Saurabh Thapliyal,
secretary Shailesh Bagauli, director gen-
eral of police Deepam Seth, UPSC
chairman Ravi Dutt Godiyal, chairper-
son of State Commission for Protection
of Child Rights Dr Geeta Khanna and
others attended the programme.
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Alerts issued- thunderstorms
& hail likely across State today

All districts of the State are forecast
to witness rainfall today with the
State Meteorological Centre also is-

suing thunderstorms and hail warnings.
The centre has issued an orange alert re-
garding the possibility of thunderstorms
accompanied with lightning/hail/gusty
wind (50-60 kmph) likely to occur at iso-
lated places in Dehradun, Tehri, Pauri,
Champawat and

Nainital districts on Sunday. The centre
has also issued a yellow warning regarding
the possibility of thunderstorms accompa-
nied with lightning/gusty wind (40-50
kmph) likely to

occur at isolated places in Uttarkashi,
Chamoli, Rudraprayag, Pithoragarh,
Bageshwar, Almora, Udham Singh Nagar
and Haridwar districts today. Apart from
this, light to moderate rainfall is likely to
occur at many places in the mountain

districts and at a few places in the plain
districts of the State.

The provisional State capital Dehradun
is forecast to witness a partly cloudy sky
with light to moderate rain/thunderstorms
accompanied with lightning /gusty wind
(40-50 kmph) also likely to occur. The
maximum and minimum temperatures
are likely to be about 34 degrees Celsius
and 22 degrees Celsius respectively in

Dehradun today. Meanwhile, the maxi-
mum and minimum temperatures
recorded in various places on Saturday
were 34 degrees Celsius and 22.1 degrees
Celsius respectively in Dehradun, 32.5 de-
grees Celsius and 20.2 degrees Celsius in
Pantnagar, 25.5 degrees Celsius and 11.4
degrees Celsius in Mukteshwar and 23.8
degrees Celsius and 14.8 degrees Celsius in
New Tehri. Very light rain was reported in
Badrinath and at a few other places.
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CM pitches for Yoga campaign
up to village level in U’khand

Chief minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
has directed the State administration

to start a Yoga campaign up to the village
level in the State. He said that Yoga is an
ancient tradition of our country and it is
an effective medium of striking a balance
between today’s lifestyle and health. The

CM presided over a meeting held at the
State secretariat on preparation for Inter-
national Yoga Day (June 21) on Saturday.
He directed that the youth, students, gov-
ernment employees and general public
should be included in this programme.

The CM said since Uttarakhand is the
sacred land of Yoga and from here its
message has spread across the entire
world, the programmes held here should
be unique, majestic and organised with
public participation.

He said that women should be con-
nected with Yoga in large numbers. The
CM suggested that along with Yoga, a
plantation campaign should be organised
in the State. He said that Yoga and Ayush

fairs should be organised at districts and
Yog should be connected with employ-
ment.

Dhami said that Uttarakhand has a spe-
cial place globally as Devbhoomi and Yo-
gbhoomi and efforts should be made to
present the spiritual aspect of Yoga.

The CM said that on June 21, pro-
grammes on large scale should be organ-
ised at all the religious centres and
mountainous areas. He directed the
AYUSH, Education, Youth Welfare,
Tourism, Health and Information depart-
ments to work in coordination for the
successful organisation of the Yoga cam-
paign.

Chief secretary Anand Bardhan, prin-
cipal secretary RK Sudhanshu, R
Meenakshi Sundaram, secretaries
Shailesh Bagauli, Ravinath Raman, Sachin
Kurve and ADG AP Anshuman, addi-
tional secretary Vijay Jogdande and direc-
tor general of Information Banshidhar
Tiwari attended the meeting.
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DCF requests President to keep Rash-
trapati Ashiana free from concrete
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE     Dehradun

Dehradun Citizens Forum (DCF) has
written a letter to the President of

India to keep Rashtrapati Ashiana in
Dehradun free from concrete.The letter of
the DCF to the President Droupadi
Murmu bears the signatures of more than
60 individuals. 

In the letter, the signatories have re-
quested that the proposed Rashtrapati
Ashiana be developed without cutting any
trees and that it be kept free from cement
and concrete construction. The letter also
appeals to the President for the creation of
bird and butterfly parks within the prem-
ises. 

The authorities had recently decided to
open the Rashtrapati Ashiana covering an
area of 132 acres to the general public.
Terming the decision as a commendable
measure, the DCF said that it would offer
citizens the opportunity to enjoy lush
green spaces. However, it strongly empha-
sises on the need to preserve the park’s

natural greenery and ecological balance
during the renovation process. 

In its letter to the President, the forum
points out that in recent years, Dehradun's
natural beauty has been significantly dis-
rupted due to road construction, housing
and other infrastructure projects. Given
Dehradun's unique geography and eco-
logical fragility, the region cannot sustain
large-scale concretisation. Unscientific
and unplanned urban development has
led to extensive concretisation, resulting
in a consistent drop in groundwater levels
and rising temperatures in Dehradun. 

The letter urges the President to ensure
that no trees are harmed under any cir-
cumstances during the park’s re-develop-
ment. Any such harm would worsen the
environmental imbalance that Dehradun
is already grappling with. 

The DCF recommends that the park’s
new design be centred around nature. Ex-
isting natural trails should be retained,

and the renovation should enhance them
rather than replace them. The park should
serve as a legacy for future generations,
with a strong focus on bird and butterfly
conservation. 

Citing the example of the successful and
popular Jabarkhet Estate in Mussoorie, the
DCF letter recommends that similar ef-
forts be made to keep this proposed park
completely free of concrete and cement.
The forum also appreciated the initiative
by Rashtrapati Bhawan to seek public
feedback on the park’s development and
expressed hope that the President's office
would seriously consider the suggestions
put forth by the Dehradun Citizens
Forum. 

The letter has been signed by forum
members Anish Lal, Anoop Nautiyal,
Anup Badola, Bharti Jain, Jagmohan
Mehdiratta, Lokesh Ohri, Radha Chatter-
jee, Retu Chatterjee and many prominent
citizens of Dehradun.

Blood Garuda service
to ease access to
blood for patients at
district hospital
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE     Uttarkashi

With the commencement of the blood
Garuda service, accessing blood

from different hospitals for attendees at the
Deen Dayal Upadhyay District Hospital
will become more convenient, according
to medical superintendent Dr VS
Chauhan. He said that a meeting was held
recently with the district magistrate Savin
Bansal during which the DM directed the
hospital administration to initiate the
blood Garuda service. Following this, the
hospital administration submitted a pro-
posal for approval to the DM, which is ex-
pected to be granted in the next two to
three days, he said.

He added that once approved, the hos-
pital administration plans to purchase a
small electric vehicle for the blood Garuda
service. Funding for this vehicle will come
from the hospital's annual budget, with an
estimated cost of Rs six to seven lakh ru-
pees. Additionally, the chief development
officer will appoint a driver for the vehicle.
Dr Chauhan emphasised the service's im-
portance, noting that the hospital cur-
rently does not have a blood bank. As a
result, attendees must visit different hospi-
tals to arrange blood for their patients. The
blood Garuda service will facilitate this
process by transporting attendees to hos-
pitals where blood is available. A fee of Rs
50 will be charged for this service, while it
will be provided free of cost to underpriv-
ileged attendees.

Dr Chauhan also informed that the con-
struction of the blood bank is underway.
Out of the planned two floors, one has al-
ready been completed and the entire proj-
ect is expected to be finished within six
months.

It will be recalled that following the lay-
ing of the foundation stone by Health min-
ister Dhan Singh Rawat, the construction
of the blood bank at Deen Dayal Upad-
hyay District Hospital has officially com-
menced on the hospital premises in
February.
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MDDA to focus on enhancing 
greenery and rainwater harvesting
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE     Dehradun

The Mussoorie Dehradun Devel-
opment Authority (MDDA) will

strictly implement the standards re-
lated to rainwater harvesting and
green buildings. MDDA vice chair-
man Banshidhar Tiwari issued this
and other instructions while chair-

ing a meeting here on Saturday.
Considering the rising temperatures
in Dehradun, the meeting held by
Tiwari with the architect and drafts-
man association, map cell and sen-
ior officials was part of the
authority’s efforts to focus on green-
ery, improving the groundwater
level and other aspects.

Tiwari said that it is often seen
that the maps passed by the MDDA
contain rainwater harvesting provi-
sions on paper but this rule is not
being followed by many people on
the ground. He asked the architect
and draftsman association to raise

public awareness on this issue to
prevent the groundwater level from
dropping further. The construction
of the recharge pit must be ensured
along with rainwater harvesting in
order to bring about the desired im-
provement in groundwater level, he
said. The MDDA vice chairman fur-
ther said that special focus should

be laid on greenery in all new proj-
ects with priority being accorded to
planting as many fruit and shade
trees as possible. The use of solar
power should be maximised for
street lights and other electrical
equipment in such projects to also

enable energy conservation.
Those who are constructing
new buildings should be
encouraged to leave as
much open area as possible
and use interlocking tiles
which will also help in con-
servation of groundwater.
The MDDA vice chairman
also sought the cooperation
of the builders and archi-
tects for tree plantation of
no-man’s land. Tiwari said
that the green buildings ap-
proved by the MDDA in the
city receive special relax-
ation, adding that the ob-
servance of green building
standards must be ensured
without fail. He directed of-
ficials to establish coordi-
nation with other

departments concerned for this pur-
pose. Strict action will be taken
against those violating the green
building standards, he added.

MDDA secretary Mohan Singh
Barniya, joint secretary Gaurav
Chatwal, chief engineer SC Rana
and other officials were also present
in the meeting.

One more dengue
case reported in
Dehradun
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE     Dehradun

One new case of dengue was reported
in the Dehradun district on Saturday.

Stating this, Chief Medical Officer (CMO)
of Dehradun, Dr Manoj Kumar Sharma,
said that the total number of hospitalisa-
tions related to dengue now stands at one
patient being treated at Shri Mahant In-
diresh Hospital.

He said that this latest report increases
the total count of ELISA-positive dengue
cases so far to 22, including 14 patients
from Dehradun and eight from other dis-
tricts or States. Currently, there are 10 pa-
tients hospitalised, with eight at Shri
Mahant Indiresh Hospital, one at Graphic
Era Hospital and one at Himalayan Hos-
pital. Dr Sharma added that 53 dengue
samples were collected on Saturday, bring-
ing the overall total to 1,009 samples col-
lected to date.

Notably, the typical symptoms associ-

ated with dengue include stomach pain,
vomiting, headaches, fever and, in more
severe cases, a drop in platelet count. Ear-
lier, the CMO advised that while coconut
water and other items can be consumed
during dengue illness, they should not be
relied upon exclusively. Consulting health-
care professionals is crucial when dealing
with dengue. 

VHP protests against Bengal violence, seeks PresidentÊs rule
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE     Dehradun

The Vishwa Hindu
Parishad staged a

protest against the vio-
lence and persecution of
Hindus in West Bengal.
The VHP members
staged the protest and
submitted a memoran-
dum addressed to the
President of India de-
manding the imposition
of President’s rule in West
Bengal. They stated in the
memorandum that under
the guise of protests
against the Waqf Act, vio-
lence is being spread
across the State of West
Bengal and the Hindus
there are being perse-
cuted, which is not toler-
able.

The protesters further stated in the
communication that anti-national and
anti-Hindu elements have been given a
free hand to carry out their conspiracy
by the West Bengal government, which

should be replaced. The VHP State
president Ravi Dev Anand said that the
violence which started in Murshidabad
was spreading across the entire State of
West Bengal. “The government ma-
chinery there is not simply remaining

a mute spectator in front of
the rioters but in some
cases either assisting or
motivating such elements.
The Union government
must take over the control
of the administration be-
fore the situation gets out
of control. The anti-na-
tional and anti-Hindu ele-
ments must also face stern
legal action for their
crimes,” he said.

The protesters also de-
manded that the violence
in West Bengal should be
probed by the National In-
vestigation Agency. The
guilty must face legal action
without delay and central
forces must be deployed to

maintain law and order in the State.
Further, Bangladeshi and Rohingya in-
filtrators must be identified and de-
ported without any further delay, the
protesters stated in their memoran-
dum.


