
4SUNDAY 25 MAY 2025 | THE HANS INDIA | VIJAYAWADA AP
Offi  cials told to speed up 
Sankar Vilas ROB works

Hans News Service  
Guntur

THE in-charge collector
of Guntur district A
Bhargav Teja has instructed 
offi  cials to expedite the
construction of the Sankar
Vilas Road Over Bridge
(ROB) by coordinating
with various departments.

Along with Guntur
Municipal Corporation 
Commissioner Puli 
Srinivasulu, he held a 

meeting on Saturday at the
collectorate in Guntur city 
with representatives from
the Roads and Buildings 
(R&B) department, GMC,
Police, Railways, CPDCL, 
BSNL, and the construction 
agency. 

During the meeting, he 
emphasised the need for
the offi  cials to work closely 
with the construction 
agency to commence the 
construction of the ROB 
pillars within two weeks.

He also directed them to
allocate sites to the agency 
on both sides of the ROB.

District revenue offi  cer
Khajavali, Offi  cer on
Special Duty to Union
Minister of State for 
Rural Development Dr 
Pemmasani 
Chandraekhar, Roop 
Kumar, Traffi  c DSP 
Ramesh Kumar and GMC 
superintendent engineer 
Naga Malleswara Rao were 
present. 

Guntur District in-charge collector A Bhargav Teja addressing the meeƟ ng held at the collectorate 
in Guntur city on Saturday.GMC commissioner Puli, Srinivasulu, offi  cials of various departments 
are also seen

Green tax reduced; relief for vehicle owners
Deekshitula 

Subrahmanyam
Rajamahendravaram

THE state government has
signifi cantly reduced the 
green tax imposed on vehi-
cles, which was as high as 
₹20,000 during the previ-
ous YSRCP regime. As per 
the new decision, the green 
tax will now be collected 
only in the range of ₹1,500 
to ₹3,000, depending on the 
category of the vehicle.Th is 
move is expected to provide 
major relief to around nine 
lakh vehicle owners in the 
joint East Godavari district. 
Among them, nearly 55,000 
lorry owners are expected to 

benefi t the most.
Until 2019, vehicle owners 

used to pay a nominal green 
tax of around ₹200 for vehi-
cles older than seven years. 
However, in 2022, the YS-
RCP government, citing the 
Central government’s policy 
to discourage old vehicles, 
increased the green tax dras-
tically. 

Taxes were levied based on 
diff erent slabs, with lorries 
and tippers being charged up 
to ₹20,000. Passenger vehi-
cles, school and college bus-
es, maxi cabs, and omnibuses 
were charged ₹6,000, while 
even autos, bikes, cranes, and 
tractors were brought under 
the purview of the increased 

tax. Th e burden was especial-
ly high in the undivided East
Godavari region, where ap-
proximately 2.94 lakh vehicle
owners in Kakinada district,
2.10 lakh in East Godavari,
and 1.80 lakh in Konaseema
had to bear the brunt of this
policy.

Special drives were also
conducted to collect taxes
from vehicles that had com-
pleted seven to fi ft een years
since registration.

During the 2024 Assem-
bly election campaign, sev-
eral vehicle owners brought
up this issue with TDP chief 
N Chandrababu Naidu and
Jana Sena president Pawan
Kalyan.

Two top Maoist
leaders killed in
J’khand action
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His associate, identifi ed

as Prabhat Ganjhu, had a
reward of Rs 5 lakh.

Th e gun battle took place
under the jurisdiction of the
Latehar Police Station and
was the result of a joint op-
eration by the Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF)
and the Jharkhand Police,
launched on the basis of 
intelligence input regarding
the presence of Lohra and
his group in the area.

According to Palamu
DIG YS Ramesh, the Mao-
ists opened fi re on the ap-
proaching security person-
nel, prompting a retaliatory 
response. Both Lohra and
Ganjhu were killed in the
ensuing exchange of fi re.

Latehar Superintendent
of Police Kumar Gaurav 
led the operation, which
is reportedly still ongo-
ing. In addition to the two
fatalities, another JJMP
member was injured and
subsequently arrested. Se-
curity forces also recovered
an INSAS rifl e from the site.
Th e deaths of Lohra and
Ganjhu mark a signifi cant
blow to the JJMP’s activities
in the region, further weak-
ening the infl uence of the
renegade Maoist faction in
Jharkhand.

PM MODI BATS 
FOR ‘TEAM
INDIA’ OF 

CENTRE, STATES
Continued from P1

Noting that India 
is getting rapidly 
urbanised, Modi said,
“We should work 
towards future-ready 
cities”.

Growth, innovation 
and sustainability 
should be the engine 
for the development of 
India’s cities, he added.

Modi also
emphasised the need 
to work towards the
inclusion of women in 
the workforce.

“We must make 
laws and policies 
so that they can be 
respectfully integrated 
into the workforce,” 
he said.

It is the fi rst major
meeting of the prime 
minister with chief 
ministers of all 
states and lieutenant 
governors of 
Union Territories 
aft er Operation 
Sindoor.

Continued from P1
Earlier, it was reported that

the Delhi-Srinagar IndiGo
fl ight 6E 2142, which was
caught in a sudden hailstorm
near Pathankot on May 21,
was denied entry into Pa-
kistani airspace, which was
sought by the pilot to avoid
turbulence.

According to the crew’s
statement to the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation, the
pilot’s request was dismissed
by the Lahore Air Traffi  c Con-
trol. “On 21.05.2025, Indigo
A321 Neo aircraft  VT-IMD
operated fl ight 6E-2142 (Delhi
-Srinagar). While cruising at
FL360, aircraft  entered hail-
storm and severe turbulence
near Pathankot. As per the
crew statement, they requested
Northern control (IAF) for de-
viation towards left  (Interna-
tional Border) due to weather
on the route; however, it was
not approved,” the DGCA
said.”

Later, the crew contacted
Lahore to enter their airspace
to avoid the weather, but the

same was refused, too,” it 
added. Th e DGCA said that 
the crew initially attempted to 
return, but as they were close 
to the thunderstorm cloud, 
they decided to penetrate the 
weather.

“Subsequently, they en-
countered a hailstorm and 
severe turbulence. Th e crew 
chose to continue on the same 
heading to exit the weather 
by the shortest route towards 
Srinagar. While in a thunder-
storm cloud, warnings of An-
gle of Attack fault, Alternate 
Law protection lost, and back-
up Speed scale unreliable were 
triggered,” DGCA said.

It said that due to updraft  
and down draft  encountered 
by the aircraft , the Autopi-
lot tripped, and the aircraft ’s 
speed had wide variations.

“As a result, maximum op-
erating speed/maximum op-
erating mach (VMO/MMO) 
warnings and repeated stall 
warnings were triggered. Dur-
ing this period the aircraft  rate 
of descent reached 8500 fpm 
crew fl ew the aircraft  manu-

ally till they exit the hailstorm,” 
DGCA said.

“Aft er carrying out all 
checklist actions (ECAM ac-
tions), the crew declared PAN 
PAN to Srinagar ATC and re-
quested RADAR vectors and 
made a safe landing with Auto 
Th rust operating normally. 
Th ere was no injury to any of 
the passengers on board the 
fl ight. Post fl ight walk around 
revealed damage to the Nose 
radome. Th e matter is under 
investigation by the DGCA,” 
it added.

Earlier, IndiGo Airlines had 
issued a statement aft er the in-
cident, saying, “IndiGo fl ight 
6E 2142 operating from Delhi 
to Srinagar encountered a sud-
den hailstorm en route. Th e 
fl ight and cabin crew followed 
established protocol, and the 
aircraft  landed safely in Srina-
gar. Th e airport team attended 
to the customers aft er the ar-
rival of the aircraft , prioritising 
their well-being and comfort. 
Th e aircraft  will be released 
post-necessary inspection and 
maintenance”

India extends airspace ban 
for Pak airlines till June 23
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Despite his long political 

association with the constitu-
ency, Naidu had until now 
relied on the Roads and Build-
ings (R\&B) guest house or 
his specially designed bus for 
accommodation during his 
visits. However, following the 
2019 Assembly elections and 
civic polls, criticism mounted 
from then ruling YSRCP lead-
ers over the absence of a per-
manent residence in the area.

In response, Naidu decided 
to establish a deeper connec-
tion with his electorate and 
purchased two acres of land 
for the construction of a resi-
dence. A Bhumi Puja was per-
formed in 2022, with his wife 
Bhuvaneswari joining him 
for the ceremony. While the 

project initially faced delays 
over construction approv-
als, local TDP leaders even-
tually cleared the necessary 
permissions. At one point, 
Naidu publicly accused for-
mer Chief Minister YS Jagan 
Mohan Reddy of obstructing 
the process and warned of po-
litical consequences. Sources 
indicate that Bhuvaneswari 
played a key role in oversee-
ing the construction, off ering 
inputs at various stages. Th e 
house, aside from being a fam-
ily residence, is also equipped 
to host party meetings and 
other political gatherings. Th e 
housewarming ceremony is 
scheduled for 10 am on Sun-
day. Following the ceremony, 
the family will stay overnight 
at the new residence, adhering 

to traditional customs, before 
returning on Monday. Digi-
tal invitations were sent out 
via social media on Friday to 
party cadres and constituents. 
Preparations are in full swing, 
with lunch arrangements for 
around 20,000 people. Sepa-
rate tents have been set up to 
serve food for VVIPs, VIPs, 
and the general public.

Chittoor District Collec-
tor Sumit Kumar and SP 
VN Manikanta Chandolu, 
along with MLC and govern-
ment whip K Srikanth and 
APSRTC Vice Chairman PS 
Munirathnam, supervised 
the arrangements. Offi  cials 
reviewed the helipad setup, 
route map, and overall secu-
rity and crowd management 
to ensure a smooth event.

All set for CM Naidu to move into his humble abode today

Tollywood has no gratitude 
for AP govt: Pawan Kalyan

Md Ameen
Vijayawada

DEPUTY Chief Minister 
Pawan Kalyan has strongly 
criticised representatives of 
Telugu fi lm industry, ques-
tioning why none have met 
with Chief Minister Nara 
Chandrababu Naidu in the 
one year since the coalition 
government was formed.

In a statement released 
by Jana Sena Party offi  ce on 
Saturday, Pawan Kalyan ac-
cused Telugu fi lm industry of 
lacking gratitude and respect 
for the State government. He 
highlighted the AP govern-
ment’s eff orts to grant indus-
try status and promote the 
fi lm sector within the state, 
suggesting these eff orts are 
not being reciprocated.

Th e Deputy CM noted 
that fi lm industry fi gures 
tend to meet AP leaders in-
dividually for fi lm releases 
but rarely come together as 
a collective. He reiterated 
his earlier suggestion, which 
was unheeded, for the indus-
try to unite in their interac-
tions with the government. 

He also reminded them of 
the alleged humiliation and 
mistreatment they faced 
under the previous YSRCP 
government, contrasting it 
with the current coalition’s 
pre-election promise of sup-

port and incentives. Pawan 
Kalyan specifi cally recalled 
the coalition government’s 
positive response to Akki-
neni Nagarjuna’s family dur-
ing their fi lm release, empha-
sizing that the government 

doesn’t discriminate against
individuals.

Th e Jana Sena party an-
nounced that Pawan Kalyan 
will now only engage with 
industry representatives col-
lectively, putting an end to 

personal representations 
and discussions. Th is deci-
sion signals a shift  in how 
the government will interact 
with the fi lm industry.

Following the grant of in-
dustry status to tourism, the
coalition government plans
to implement a similar pack-
age for the fi lm industry.
Pawan Kalyan will discuss
this with the Chief Minister
before a comprehensive fi lm
development policy is an-
nounced.

He has also begun looking 
into the operations of fi lm
theatres, including activities
of certain exhibitors and dis-
tributors working as a group.
Offi  cials have informed
him that some theatres are
run by leaseholders rather
than owners. Additionally,
Pawan Kalyan has inquired
about tax collections from
cinemas, as well as hygiene,
cleanliness, and food sales
within the halls. He plans to
discuss these issues further
with Civil Supplies Minister
Nadendla Manohar and Cin-
ematography Minister Kan-
dula Durgesh.
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“Th e fi rst sub-group on 

GDP growth aims to boost 
investments, manufacturing, 
exports and job creation, sup-
ported by Central viability gap 
funding for PPP projects,” said 
Naidu. Th e second sub-group 
on population management 
should help India leverage its 
demographic dividend while 
preparing the country for fu-
ture challenges such as age-
ing and low fertility, said the 
Chief Minister. Likewise, the 
third sub-group should focus 
on technology-driven govern-
ance, utilising AI, quantum 
computing, drones, and digital 
platforms for real-time citizen-
centric administration, said 
the Chief Minister. 

Naidu also showcased his 
SwarnaAndhra@2047 vi-
sion, which aims to transform 
the state by 2047 to achieve a 
GSDP of $2.4 trillion with a 
per capita income of $42,000, 
among other targets. 

Besides his proposals, Naidu 
paid tributes to the 26 victims 
of the Pahalgam terrorist at-
tack on April 22, and lauded 
the Armed Forces' decisive 
retaliation through ‘Operation 
Sindoor'. He also commend-
ed Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's leadership during the 
crisis, emphasising India's re-
silience and self-reliance. Th e 
CM praised India's remark-
able rise under the leadership 
of Modi over the past decade, 
highlighting the nation's pro-
gress from the world's 10th to 

fourth largest economy, which
is also on track to become the
third largest. He acknowledged
reforms like Digital India, GST,
Startup India, PM Gati Shakti,
and Jal Jeevan Mission.

Th e NITI Aayog meeting’s 
core focus was on the theme 
‘Viksit Rajya for Viksit Bharat 
@2047,’ aiming to build a pros-
perous, inclusive, and future-
ready India by its centenary 
year of Independence. Th e 
council also deliberated on 
accelerating entrepreneurship, 
employment, and skill devel-
opment, transforming Tier-2 
and Tier-3 cities into growth 
hubs, and reviewed key out-
comes and decisions to rein-
force cooperative federalism 
and collective progress toward 
national development.

Naidu moots 3 sub-groups 
to propel Viksit Bharat goal

PM praises Naidu
AMARAVATI: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Saturday lauded 
Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister Nara Chandrab-
abu Naidu for his growth 
blueprint the 10th NITI 
Aayog Governing Coun-
cil Meeting at Bharat 
Mandapam in New Delhi. 
While praising the re-
forms brought by the AP 
government under the 
leadership of Naidu, the 
Prime Minister said: “all 
states should examine 
and study the reforms of 
Andhra Pradesh”.


