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U S H A  P E R I  @ Visakhapatnam

A leopard died on Thursday  
hours after it got trapped in a 
net that was intended for catch-
ing monkeys in Regulapadu 
village of  Addateegala mandal 
in Alluri Sitarama Raju 
district. 

Villagers spotted the leopard 
hanging upside down in the net 
attached to a tree and notified 
forest officials around 8.30 am. 
Responding to the alert, Ram-
pachodavaram DFO GG Naren-
theran, sub-DFO Sri Rama Rao, 
and other forest officials ar-
rived at the scene to rescue the 
wild cat.

Recognising the potential 
threat to the leopard’s life from 
being suspended upside down 
for an extended period, officials 
provided water to it. A team 
from the Visakhapatnam For-

est Division reached the man-
dal to carry out the rescue 
operation.

“My team has reported the 
unfortunate demise of  the leop-
ard. Further details regarding 
the incident will only be avail-
able once the team returns to 
Visakhapatnam. Exhaustion 
and internal trauma are poten-
tial reasons for the leopard’s 
death. The age of  the leopard 
appears to be not more than 
one-and-a-half  years,” con-
firmed Dr Phaneendra, a vet-
erinary doctor at Indira Gan-
dhi Zoological Park in Vizag.

A forest officer from Adda-
teegala mandal said, “Yeleru 
Reservoir Canal (YRC Canal) is 
nearby. Wildlife population is 
high here. As the monkeys are 
damaging the crops harvested 
by the local farmers, traps were 
set up. Unfortunately, the leop-

a r d  w a s  i n a dve r t e n t l y 
trapped.”

Elaborating, Dr Phaneendra 
told TNIE, “Typically, cats and 
agile animals are not tolerant 
of  frequent disturbances in 
their vicinity. The video foot-
age reveals that the individuals 
in close proximity were creat-
ing noise. Additionally, consid-
ering that all four feet of  the 
leopard were in contact with 
the tree trunk, it indicates the 
leopard made considerable ef-
forts to evade the surrounding 
people and escape from the 
trap. The extended period of  
hanging upside-down may have 
had physical and mental reper-
cussions on the leopard.” 

He further clarified that 
more information can only be 
ascertained after confirmation 
from the forest officials and 
rescue team.

Leopard gets trapped in net, dies
After struggling to free itself, the feline died even as forest staff launched ops to rescue it

PM Modi committed to 
empower women: FM

10 kiosks gutted 
near Vizag’s 
fishing harbour
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Visakhapatnam 

TEN kiosks belonging to fisher-
men were gutted as a fire erupt-
ed at the Coastal Battery near 
the  fishing harbour in the city. 
A short circuit is suspected to 
be the cause for the blaze.
 City commissioner of  police 
A Ravi Shankar, DCP Anand 
Reddy inspected the spot. Prop-
erty worth ̀ 10 lakh was report-
edly damaged. 

Fishermen families are wor-
ried as the incident comes close 
on the heels of  an inferno that 
had destroyed over 40 boats at 
Zero Jetty in the harbour. 

Vice-president of  fishermen 
association V Tataji said each 
shop had various equipment, 
including fishing nets, ropes, 
engines and other material, 
valued at `1 lakh to `2 lakh.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Anantapur

PRIME Minister Narendra 
Modi is committed to the em-
powerment of  women, said Un-
ion Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman, who participated 
in the Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra programme held at a 
high school in Gorantla man-
dal of  Sri Sathya Sai district on 
Thursday. 

Sitharaman visited the stalls 
set up to explain various Cen-
tral government schemes like 
Ayushman Bharat, PM Awas 
Yojana, PM Ujjwala Yojana, Jan 
Dhan Yojana, Pradhan Mantri 
Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyo-
jana installed at the programme 
and interacted with the benefi-
ciaries and highlighted the 
benefits of  the Pradhan Mantri 
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana. 

“The Central government has 
extended the PMGKAY, provid-
ing free food grains to 81.35 
crore beneficiaries for five 
more years with effect from 
January 1, 2024,” she added. 

Meanwhile, Governor S Ab-
dul Nazeer took part in the Vik-
sit Bharat Sankalp Yatra pro-
gramme held in Machilipatnam 
on Thursday. 

Union Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
taking part in Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra held in Sathya Sai district |  EXPRESS

The carcass of leopard that got stuck in 
a net at Regulapadu village in  
ASR district on Thursday |  EXPRESS

Hindustan Shipyard Ltd (HSL) received five SODET silver 
awards in the national level Quality Circles Competition 
(QCC). The event was conducted at GRSE in Kolkata on 
Wednesday, according to a release issued by HSL

SODET 
AWARDS

(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala)
Corporate Identity Number: U40109PB2010SGC033813 / Website : www.pspcl.in

(Contact Number : 96461 47777)

Tender Enquiry No. TSQ-1144/RDSS
Dy. CE/TL (Design), PSPCL, Patiala invites E-Tender for 1 No. Package under  
RDSS for Full Turnkey Basis works related to 66kV Sub-Stations as per  
PSPCL Specification No. TSQ-1144/RDSS. For detailed NIT and Bidding  
Document, please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 30.11.2023  
(11:00 AM onwards).

Note: Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
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