
09 VIJAYAWADA WEDNESDAY22�11�2023

Leaders indicate Gaza truce is ‘close’
Hope looms on horizon for 
return of hostages as truce 
could be reached soon

GAZA STRIP 

HOPES mounted on Tuesday that Ha-
mas could release dozens of  hostages 
from war-torn Gaza after the militant 
group’s leader and key mediator Qatar 
said a truce deal was in sight and the Is-
raeli premier pointed to “progress”.

“We are close to reaching a deal on a 
truce,” Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh 
said.

In Qatar, foreign ministry spokesman 
Majed Al-Ansari said “we’re very opti-
mistic, very hopeful” and told reporters: 
“We are at the closest point we ever had 
been in reaching an agreement.”

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, who has vowed to destroy 
Hamas, told soldiers at a military base 
that “we are making progress” on the 
return of  hostages. “I hope there will be 
good news soon,” he added. Netanyahu’s 
office said the special three-member War 
Cabinet met on Tuesday and would be 
followed by meetings of  his Security 
Cabinet, a forum of  senior security of-
ficials, and the full Cabinet.

There was no word on whether a vote 
would take place, and details of  a deal 

were not released.
  US President Joe Bi-

den also signaled that a 
deal to free hostages 
and a temporary truce 
is “now very close.”

“We are now very 
close, very close. We could 

bring some of  these hostag-
es home very soon. But I don’t want to 
get into the details of  things, because 
nothing is done until it’s done,” he said 
at the White House. “Things are looking 
good at the moment.” Hopes of  a break-
through have been mounting since Qa-
tar on Sunday said only “minor” practi-
cal issues remained to secure a deal.

Speculation grew further when the In-
ternational Committee of  the Red Cross, 
which is often involved in prisoner ex-
changes and hostage releases, said on 
Monday that its president had met Hani-
yeh in Qatar. Despite the efforts towards 
a truce, fighting raged on in Gaza’s 
bloodiest ever war, sparked by the Octo-
ber 7 attack in which Israel says Hamas 
gunmen killed around 1,200 people, 
mostly civilians.

In retaliation, Israel launched a re-
lentless bombing campaign and ground 
offensive in the Gaza Strip. According to 
the Hamas government, the war has 
killed more than 13,300 people, thou-
sands of  them children. Sources from 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad, which also 
participated in the attacks, said on con-
dition of  anonymity that their groups 
had agreed to the terms of  a truce deal.

Xi pitches for international peace  
conference to resolve war in W Asia
BEIJING 

CHINESE President Xi Jinping on 
Tuesday called for an “internation-
al peace conference” to resolve the 
conflict between Israel and Hamas, 
as he addressed a virtual summit of  
fellow BRICS leaders.

“There can be no sustainable 
peace and security in the Middle 
East without a just solution to the 
question of  Palestine,” Xi said, 
speaking through an interpreter. 
“China calls for an early convening 
of  an international peace confer-
ence that is more authoritative to 
build international consensus for 
peace,” he said. Such a conference 
would, Xi added, “work toward an 
early solution to the question of  
Palestine that is comprehensive, 
just and sustainable”.

“Since the outbreak of  the latest 

Palestinian-Israeli conflict, China 
has been working actively to pro-
mote peace talks and a ceasefire,” 
he said.

Beijing, he said, “has provided 
humanitarian assistance to help 
ease the humanitarian plight in 
Gaza” and would continue to do so.

Pretoria is hosting a virtual meet-
ing of  BRICS—a group of  major 
emerging economies that includes 
Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa — aimed at drawing 
up a common response to the Israel-
Hamas conflict.  China has histori-
cally been sympathetic to the Pales-
tinians and supportive of  a two-state 
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. 

Xi also called for the release of  ci-
vilian detainees and an immediate 
ceasefire in the war between Israel 
and Hamas, state media said.   AFP

Israeli strikes kills 
4 civilians in 
Lebanon
BEIRUT: Israeli 
bombardment of south 
Lebanon on Tuesday 
killed four civilians, 
including two journalists 
from Lebanon’s 
Al-Mayadeen television 
in ongoing violence at 
the Lebanon-Israel
border. Since the Israel-
Hamas war began on 
October 7, the frontier 
between Lebanon and 
Israeli has seen 
escalating exchanges of 
fire, mainly between 
Israel and the Iran-
backed Hezbollah 
movement

Photographs of hostages taken after the Oct. 7 assault by Hamas, are displayed at a news conference |  AP

Concern over seizure of ship by Houthis
The UN Secretary-General is following with “deep 
concern” reports of the seizure of an Israeli-linked 
vessel by the Houthis in the Red Sea that was 
reportedly en route between Turkiye and India, a 
spokesperson said. On Sunday, a British-owned and 
Japanese-operated ship named “Galaxy Leader” 
was seized near Hodeida, Yemen, while sailing for 
India, according to the vessel’s operator, NYK Line.

53 media workers killed in war
Fifty-three journalists and media workers have been 
killed in the latest war between Israel and Hamas, 
according to a tally by the Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ) published Tuesday. The toll 
includes 46 Palestinians, four Israelis and three 
Lebanese killed since the war began on October 7, 
the New York-based organisation said. The CPJ said 
11 journalists have been injured and 3 are missing

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER 
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR 

(E-Mail:- serwbpr2004@yahoo.com, Tel/Fax:- 0680-2404287) 
At:- Ambapua, Po:- Engineering School Near Income Tax office, Berhampur-760011 

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement 
Bid Identification No. Online Tender /79-2023-24/BPR  

Identification No Name of work No. of 
Works 

Approx. Estimated 
Cost (In lakh) 

Class of  
Contractor

Period of  
Completion

Online Ten-
der/79- 2023-

24/BPR

Bridge Works (BSY)  
for 2023-24

02 Nos

From
Rs. 566.58 Lakhs 

to 
Rs. 677.15 Lakhs

 "A" Class 
& “Special” 

Class 
as applicable

18 (Eighteen) 
Calendar Month 

as provided

Procurement Officer Bid Identification No
Availability of tender online for bidding

From To
Chief Construction Engineer, 

R.W.Circle, Berhampur
Online Tender /79-2023-24/

BPR
29.11.2023 

at 10.00 A.M.
12.12.2023

 upto 3.00 P.M.
(I)  EMD/ Bid security, Cost of Bid document is to be transferred through Online as per the procedure mentioned in the  DTCN.
(ii)  Non-submission of the information/documents through online by the bidder as per the items mentioned in the eligible criteria of 

the DTCN will also liable for rejection of his tender. 
Further details & Corrigendum if any can be seen from the website: - www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer, R.W.Circle, Berhampur                                OIPR-25071/11/0084/2324  

O-1561

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BALASORE

By E_Mail/e-Despatch : E_Mail ID : serw_balasore@yahoo.in, Ph-No-06782/260318, Balia, Balasore
“e” Procurement Notice for Road Work

Identification No.- Online Tender- Road N.C.B. No. 55 for 2023-24
Letter No. 5739      Date. 20.11.2023

1. Name of the work :- Road under MMSY-TRIP
2.  Total No. of work :- 4 Nos. of Roads.
3. Estimated Cost :- From Rs. 476.08 lakhs to Rs.588.01 lakhs (Approximately)
4. Eligible Class of Contractor :- “A” Class (of odisha P.W.D.) or relevant Class of other
      Licensing authorities (as per annexure).
5. Period of Completion :- From 09 (Nine) Calendar months for the work.
6. Other details :- 

Procurement Officer Bid 
Identi-
fication 

No.

Availability of tender On-line 
for bidding

Last Date 
& Time of 

seeking Tender 
Clarification.

Date & Time of Opening of 
Tender in O/O S.E.R.W. Circle, 

Balasore
From To Technical Bid Financial Bid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Chief Construction 

Engineer, Rural Works 
Circle, Balasore

NCB 
No.-55

24.11.2023
at 10.00

A.M

02.12.2023
Up to

5.00 P.M.

01.12.2023
Up to

5.00 P.M.

04.12.2023 at
10.00 P.M.

Will be 
intimated 

later.
� Further details can be seen from the website: www.tendersodisha.gov.in
Sd/- N.V Harihar Rao, Chief Construction Engineer, R.W. Circle, Balasore.              OIPR- 25105/11/0069/2324

O-1567

                  All the news. 
                 In just a click.  
  Log to www.newindianexpress.com

�������������������
����������������
�����������������������


