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HC deportation breather for actor

K.M. RAKESH

Bangalore: Karnataka High
Court has granted interim
protection from deportation
to Kannada actor and activist
Chetan Kumar “Ahimsa” after
his Overseas Citizen of India
card was revoked recently.
Justice M. Nagaprasanna
on Friday ordered the author-
ities not to precipitate the mat-
ter until the next hearing on
June 2 and directed Kumar,
an American citizen who had
challenged the revocation of
his OCIcard, to file an affidavit
undertaking that he would re-
frain from tweeting on matters
that are sub-judice and delete
his tweets against the judici-

ary.

The actor had received a
notice on April 14 from the
ministry of home affairs in-
forming him about the can-
cellation of his OCI card over
some cases against him.

Among the cases cited in
the notice were complaints for
violation of Covid protocol,
a tweet against a high court
judge who heard the hijabcase
last year, and more recently a
tweet in which he stated that
“Hindutva is built on lies”.

Kumar had been arrest-
ed in the latter two cases and
spent a few days in judicial
custody before being granted
bail.

Chetan Kumar. Fik picture

Astrident critic of the Hin-
dutva ideology, Kumar has
been championing the cause
of Dalits and Adivasis by par-
ticipating in their struggles
for their rights, in the process
ruffling feathers among the
powers that be.

While he has been critical
of the Congress and the Ja-
nata Dal Secular too, it is his
comments on issues linked to
the Sangh parivar that landed
himin trouble.

The actor, who was repre-
sented by senior counsel Adit-
va Sondhi, had challenged the
revocation of the OCI card and
sought interim relief until the
next hearing to preclude the

possibility of being deported.
“Therefore, the aforesaid
protection order, during the
pendency of the petition, shall
be on the condition that the
petitioner files an affidavit of
undertaking within the next 4
days, from the receipt of a cer-
tified copy of the order that he
would encourage restraint on
the tweets qua judiciary and
matters that are sub-judice
and further undertakes that
hewould del that

appeared for the Foreigners
Regional Registration Office
and the Union of India, and
additional advocate-general
Aruna Shyam, who appeared
for the state, had vehemently
opposed any relief to Kumar.
They had alleged that “the
petitioner is in the habit of
tweeting about the judiciary
and matters that are sub-ju-
dice”.

But the court found it ap-
propriate to grant interim re-
lief to Kumar. “Any violation
of the undertaking by the peti-
tioner would entail automatic
vacation of the interim protec-
tion,” the court cautioned.

Born and raised in Amer-
ica, Kumar graduated from
Yale before moving to his na-
tive Karnataka where he ini-
tially taught in a village school
near Mysore apart from
dabbling in theatre. He soon
became a popular film actor,
even as he continued social
work and activism.

Heis in the country on the
OCI scheme that was intro-
duced by amending the Citi-
zenship Act, 1955, in August
2005.Since Indiadoes notallow
dual citi; e OCI card

are against the judiciary and
matters that are sub-judice,”
the court stated in a written
order.

Deputy solicitor-general of
India Shanthi Bhushan, who

functions as alifelong visaand
residence permit to stay and
work in India. The only re-
strictions for OCI card-holders
are voting in India and taking
up government jobs.

Roving Pavan in Kuno enclosure

Bhopal/Sheopur: Cheetah
Oban aka Pavan, which had
strayed out of Kuno Nation-
al Park in Madhya Pradesh
multiple times and had to be
rescued from far-off locations,
has been shifted to an enclo-
sure in the park, a senior for-
est department official said on
Tuesday.

Themale cheetah had wan-
dered outside the KNP at least
two times this month. In the
latest incident, the feline was
tranquillised on April 22 while
it was about to cross over to a
forest in neighbouring Uttar
Pradesh and brought back to
the KNP. On April 7, Pavan
was rescued from the Bairad
area in Madhya Pradesh’s

Shivpuri after being tranquil-
lised, officials had said.
KNP divisional forest of-
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APPENDIX.
[See proviso torule 8 (6
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
E-Aucticn Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Secritzation
and Recons¥uction of Financial Assets ard Enforcement of Security Inferest
Act, 2002 read with provis 8 (6)ofthe y
)O" 154 ¢f 2002).
Jotiz 1o the public il and in particular to
(s) and Co-Borrower (€) that te delow descrbed immovable preperty
morgaged to the Securec Creditor. the physical possession of which has bee
taken by the Authorized Officer of Aditya Bira Finance
progerty will 50 eold through E-Auctior on *As is whoro 2”, "Ac
“Whatever there s” basis on 1st June 2023 for recovery of Rs. 3,32,65,205
(Rupees Three Crore Thirty-Two Lakh Sixty-Five Thousand Two Hurdred
Five Only) cue as on 16 July 2021 and furthar inferest and ofer expenses
thereon till the date o veal.zmon due to the Secured Creditor from
Borrowers/Co-Borrowers Namely 1. Guha Roy Food Joint Aad Hotel
Private Limited Through its Directors (Barrower), 2. Swest Bangal Piv
Limited Through
Borower), 4. Sucharita Guha Roy (Cu»Bo-mvm) 5. Anilava Chattarjes

The resarve prcs wil be Ra. 2,64,67,000 (Rupaes Two Crora Sixty-Four
Lakns Fifty-Seven .
26,45,700 (Rupees Twenty-Six Lakhs Forty-Tive Thousand Seven
Hundred ony).

DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
Morigaged Froperty located at Property (1) Al that part and parcel of the Flat
No. 1A 01 the First Floor in Nerthen Sde havirg super built area of 475 5q. &
more or less zonsistirg of 1(one) bed room, 1 (one)living cum dining space, 1
(one) kitchen, 2 (wo) Tollets, * (one) Verardah in the Northern side of the four
storied building constructed andior buit on the piece or parcel of heme stead
land coniaining an area of 5 Cottahs 13 Ctittaks sikuate lying at and beirg the
Promisos No. 43 Ka-aya Road, row <nown as Ustad Enayet Khan Avanue,
Calc.tta - 700017, Police Station ~ Karaya, Sub Regisiration Office Sealdah,
under Ward No. 64 of the Caccutta Municial Corporation, District : South 24
Pa@r\as together with undivided 173 s3. fl. mora or less share of nterast in land
withall oter ights

afsoralthe idirg
ol
On the North, By Balu Hawkak Lane, On the South. By
as Ustad Enayel Khan Avenue, On the Eas:: By Wast Row, On he West By
43/t Kataya Road, Property[2) Al ha part and dparcl of ine Flat No. 18, on
First Floor in the South- Wester s de having Super buit up area of 1000 (One
Thousand) Sq Ft mmw- less comprising of 2 (MO Bed Rooms, 1(one) Living
2(two) Toile's, ah in Westem
ide e e teriod building constructed on the plolpchioricy having
an area of 5 Cotiahs 13 Chitiaks more or less situate lying at and being the
Pramisas No 43 Kaaya Road. row cnown as Ustad Enayat Knan Avanue
Kolkata - 700017 Poice Station ~ Karaya, Add, Dist. Sub Registration Office,
Sealsahin u-: ik of Soulh 24 Parganas under Waed No 04of e Kokkaa
Municipal C irtere
said promises atibutable o the 5ad Fat and also togother wih o right of so
of all common patipartions in the said building andior the said premises. The
said premises is buttsd and bounded as follows: - On the North: By Baku
Haw-<ak Lane, Onthe South: By Karaya Roed now krowr as Ustad EnayetKhan
Averue, On the East: By West Row, On the Wes:: By 43/1, Karaya Road.
Property (3) Part- |(n«a-pmn cf the flat) ALL THAT the Fiat No. 1C, on First
Floor in the South- Eastern side having Super built up area of 1100 (One
Thousand and One Hundred) Sq. Ft. more or ess comprisng of 2 two) Bed
Rooms, *(one) Living Cum Dmmg Space, 1 {one) Kitcher, 2(two) Toile's, 1 (one)
Verandah in 9
parcelof andh Cottahs 13¢

3,

0.4
Averue, Kolkata - Too0nT <arsya ‘N Di:
Offico, S0idah in the Dicirict of South 24 Parganas undor Ward No 64 of th
Kolkata Municipal Coporation together with undivided share or interest n the
landat tre sa premises attntutatie to the saic Fla: and also together wit the
fight of use of all commen part/portions in the sad buildirg and/or the said
building andior Thesaid pre bounded as
follows: - On tho Noth: By Bols Howkak Lane, On he South: By Karaya Rood
now known as Usiad Enayet Knan Avenue, On the East: By West Rcw, On the
Wes: By 43/1, Karaya Road Property (3) Part - il- (Description cf the
Servant’s Quarter) ALL THAT the Servan’s Quarter having Super Built — up
area of 50 (fifty) sq. fl. mcre o less in North- Westem side in Ground Floor at
Promicos No. 43 Karaya Road, row <nown as Ustad Enayot Khan Avonue,
Kolkata - 70001 10f he First 3
1ogeiner with undivided proportotate share or Interest In fand at the sak
premises attibuable to saic Senvar(s Quarer. Property (3) Part - Il
the Car )ALLTHAT the Car
:w:ol 43 forty —aight) sa. . moro or s n Ground Floor at Premises No. 43,
Karaya Road, now knownas Ustad Enayet Khan Avenue, Kolkata — 700017 as
ully described in Part ~ | of the First Schedule herei1 atove together with
tinland tributable
othe sa carparkingspace (hereinafter called the “Subject Property’)
For dotaied terms and conditions cf the sale, please refer to the link provided in
the websile cf Adtya Birls Finance Limited i.e. www.adyabiriafinance.com or

Authorised Officer |
(7596946467)
Aditya Birla Finance Limited

Date: 251042023
Place: Kolkaia, West Bengal

A cheetah at the Kuno National Park in Madhya Pradesh.
(PTIfik picture)

ficer Prakash Kumar Verma
confirmed on Tuesday that
Pavan had now been shifted
to a large enclosure, where
the feline is staying with two
female cheetahs.

“Since Pavan was repeat-
edly venturing out of the KNP
boundaries and reaching
non-forest areas, the Cheetah
Task Force decided to put the
feline into a large enclosure to
ensure that other works at the
park are notaffected,” he said.

Pavan and the female chee-
tah Asha were released into
the wild on March 11, almost
six months after they were

brought to the KNP from Af-
rica. Two other felines, Elton
and Freddie, were released
into the park’s free-range area
onMarch 22.

The KNP has seen the
death of two cheetahs — a
male and a female — in less
than a month. On April 23,
the male cheetah Uday, trans-
located from South Africa in
February this year, died prima
facie because of cardio-pulmo-
nary failure, officials had said.
One of the eight Namibian
cheetahs, Sasha, aged more
than four-and-a-half-years,
died of a kidney ailment on
March 27.

Under Project Cheetah
for reintroducing the species
that became extinct in India
in 1952, a total of 20 felines, in-
cluding 10 females, were trans-
located to the KNP in Sheopur
district from Namibia and
South Africa in two batches in
September 2022 and February
this year.

A cheetah named Siyaya
recently gave birth to four
cubs.

The last cheetah died in
Koriya district in present-day
Chhattisgarh in 1947.
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Parkash Singh Badal.
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Ex-Punjab
CM Parkash

Singh Badal
passes away

Chandigarh: Five-time Pun-
jab chief minister and Shi-
romani Akali Dal patriarch
Parkash Singh Badal, known
for his winsome humility and
strong rural roots, died on
Tuesday. He was 95.

Badal, who had not been
keeping well for some time,
was admitted to Mohali's For-
tis Hospital over a week ago
after he complained of uneas-
iness in breathing. “Mr Badal
passed away around 8pm,”
hospital director Abhijeet
Singhsaid.

During his long political
career, Badal served the state
as chief minister five times

1970-71, 1977-80, 1997-2002,
2007-12 and 2012-17. At 94,
Badal last year became the
country’s oldest candidate
to fight a state election when
he entered the electoral bat-
tle for the 13th time but could
not save his pocket borough
of Lambi in Muktsar district,
his second defeat in a political
career spanning more than
sevendecades.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi described his death as
a “personal loss” and said he
was a colossal figure of Indi-
an politics who contributed
greatly to the nation.

Born on December 8, 1927,
in Abul Khurana near Malout,
Badal graduated from Forman
Christian College, Lahore.
His political journey began in
1947 when he became the sar-
panch of Badal village, then in
Bathinda district. He became
an MLA for the first time in
1957 when he was elected to
the Punjab A bly from

Stalin steps in; flexible

working hours on hold

Allies’

ache

stalls TN
factory bill

N KATESH

Chennai: Tamil Nadu chief
minister MK. Stalin has put
on hold a controversial bill
that sought to provide flexible
working hours in factories be-
yond the mandated eight-hour
workday, quickly dousing a po-
tential faceoff in the DMK-led
ruling alliance and with trade
unions which had strongly
opposed the move as “anti-la-
bour”.

The bill that sought to
amend the Factories Act of
1948 had been passed on the
last day of the just-ended
budget session of the Assem-
bly despite stiff opposition
from most parties, including
DMK allies Congress, CPI,
CPM, MDMK, VCK and [UML.
The bill had inserted a new
provision, Section 65-A, ex-
empting “any factory, or group
or class or description of facto-
ries” from key clauses of the
Factories Act dealing with
daily working hours (which
should not exceed 48 hours a
week), the spread of working
hours, intervals for rest and
extra wages for overtime.

Although labour welfare

exemption, the ministers had
said, adding the move aimed
to attract foreign direct invest-
ments.

However, even the DMK's
allies protested the bill. Out-
side the Assembly, trade un-
ions warned of an agitation
unless the bill was withdrawn.
Soon, the issue became a lit-
mus test for the ruling DMK to
keep its alliance intact ahead
of the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

Stalin on Monday held a
meeting with all the major
trade unions and government

and skill minis-
ter C.V. Ganesan and indus-
tries minister Thangam Then-
narasu had assured the House
that the bill would not dilute
the “basic work hour norms”
for industrial workers, nor
jeopardise their rights guaran-
teed under the Factories Act
and was only meant to make
working hours flexible, the
Opposition and the trade un-
ions were not convinced.
Ganesan had said that
Tamil Nadu being the hub of
“major manufacturing compa-
nies” with the highest number
of factories in the country, in-
dustry associations had been
urging the state government
forrvl‘orms to “make statutory

Malout asa Congress member.

Badal courted arrest dur-
ing Operation Bluestar in
June 1984 when the army had
entered the Golden Temple
complex in Amritsar to flush
out militants. In 1986, Badal
formed the Shiromani Akali
Dal (Badal). pri

flexible working
houls as it could benefit the
industry and the economy, in
particular women workers.
The “flexible working
hours” in factories were to
be subject to the basic norm
of not exceeding 48 hours a
week and were meant for only
specific industries that seek

repr in Chennai.
“Thetrade unions unanimous-
ly demanded that the amend-
ment bill be withdrawn," said
veteran Citu leader A. Sound-
ararajan.

While software and IT in-
dustries “were already not
covered under the Factories
Act, but came under the Shops
and Establishments Act”, he
told reporters that the claim
that 12-hour shifts would im-
prove productivity was not
valid as fatigue sets in after
working for eight hours.

he flexible working hours
also meant that firms could
make workers toil for more
than 12 hours, affecting their
health and morale.

Stalin said in a statement
issued on Monday evening
that in deference to the views
expressed by various trade un-
ions and political parties, “fur-
ther action on the Factories
(Tamil Nadu Amendment)
Bill, 2023, is put on hold”, im-
plying that it would not be sent
for the governor’s assent.

Graft axe
on NIA
officer

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi: The National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) has
suspended one of its senior of-
ficers on graft charges follow-
ing a direction from the Union
home ministry.

Sources said superinten-
dent of police Vishal Garg had
been suspended following a
bribery complaint.

“He was accused of seek-
ing bribes in a case related to
a Northeast insurgent group,”
said anofficial.

Garg was part of the team
that probed the Hindutva
terror case and was directly
involved in investigating the
2007 Samjhauta Expressblasts
near Panipat in Haryana and
the Mecca Masjid blasts in Hy-
derabad.

The NIA reports to the
Union home ministry.

This isthe second time that
Garg has been in trouble for
alleged corruption. In 2019,
he had been suspended for al-
legedly demanding a bribe of
Rs 2 crore from a Delhi-based
businessman for granting him
relief in a terror case. He had
threatened to implicate the
businessman if the money
‘was not paid.

“Garg was, however, re-
instated in 2020 after enough
prosecutable evidence was not
found against him in the mat-
ter and was given a clean chit,”
an NIA official said.

Karnataka
Muslim quota

OUR LEGAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi: The Supreme
Courton Tuesday extended till
May 9its earlier order that had
recorded an assurance from
the Karnataka government
that it would not implement its
decision to scrap the 4 per cent
reservation for Muslims.

A bench of Justices K.M.
Joseph and B.V. Nagarathna
gave the order after solici-
tor-general Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the state govern-
ment, sought adjournment of
the hearing.

Senior advocate Dushy-
ant Dave, appearing for the
petitioners, objected to the
adjournment, but Mehta said:
“When I say the impugned
order will not be implement-
ed, it means the old order will
continue.”

The bench agreed to post
the matter for further hearing
to May 9.
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Long wait
for hostel
sparks JNU
protest

New Delhi: A group of stu-
dents are on a protest at Jawa-
harlal Nehru University alleg-
ing they are yet to be assigned
hostel rooms despite being in
the second semester, which
has forced them to put up at
rented accommodations.

The protesting students
began a sit-in at the office of
the dean of students on Mon-
day evening. They said the
demonstration would contin-
uetill their demands were met.

There was no immediate
response from the JNU admin-
istration.

The protestersalso claimed
that they had been locked
inside the office and denied
“basic

LGBT parents
seek marriage

equality

New Delhi: A groupof over 400
parents has written to Chief
Justice of India D.Y. Chandra-
chud, heading a bench hearing
the pleas seeking legal sanc-
tion for same-sex marriage,
urging that their LGBTQIA++
wards be granted the right to
“marriage equality”.

The letter by Sweekar-The
Rainbow Parents comes at a
time a five-judge constitution
bench headed by the CJI is
hearing a batch of petitions
seeking legal validation for
same-sex marriage for the
fourthday.

“We desire to see our chil-
dren and children-in-law find
final legal for their

the toilets™.
In a statement, the Jawa-
harlal Nehru University Stu-
dents’ Union said: “Students
have been sitting inside the
dean of students’ Office since
Monday, demanding hostels.
Despite being into the second
semester, students are being
forced to stay in rented rooms
and pay exorbitant rents.”
The students also alleged
that the handover of a new
hostel was being delayed.
"The construction of
Barak Hostel is with the
CPWD, which has given the
contract to a private compa-
ny. This private company has
failed to pay the workers and
supervisors on time, due to
which work has been stopped.
The handover of the hostel is
being delayed indefinitely as
aresult,” the JNUSU claimed.
"The students have a]so de-
manded thatall

relationship under the Special
Marriage Act in our country.
We are certain that a nation
as big as ours which respects
its diversity and stands for the
valueof exclusion willopen its
legal gate of marriage equali-
ty to our children too.

“We are growing old. Some
of us will touch 80 soon, we
hope that we will get to see the
legal stamp on the rainbow
marriage of our children in
our lifetime,” the groupsaid in
itsletter.

Sweekar-The Rainbow
Parents is a group formed by
the parents of Indian LGBT-
QIA++ (lesbian, gay, bisexu-
al, transgender, queer, ques-
tioning, intersex, pansexual,
two-spirit, asexual, and ally)
‘wards with the aim of support-
ing each other to accept one’s
child fully and be happy as a
omwe

toyouto

who are in dorms be given hos-
tels immediately,” itadded. 11

consider marriage equality,”
theletter said.

Justice DY Chandrachud.
Fille picture

It said that from knowing
about gender and sexuality
to understanding the lives
of their children and, finally
accepting their sexuality and
their loved ones - the parents
have gone through the whole
“gamut of emotions”.

“We empathise with those
who are opposing marriage
equality because some of us
were there too. It took us ed-
ucation, debate and patience
with our LIGTQIA++ children
to realise that their lives, their
feelings and their desires are
valid. Similarly, we hope that
those who oppose marriage
equality will come around too.
‘We have faith in the people of
India, the Constitution and the
democracy of our nation,” the
letter said.

It referred to the apex
court judgment of 2018 by
which it decriminalised con-
sensual gay sex. The judgment
ensured LGBTQIA++ people
are treated with dignity and
acceptance, the parents said.

“Society is a changing and
evolving phenomenon. Just
as a rising tide lifts all boats,
the judgment by the Supreme
Court created a ripple effect on
society and has helped,” the
letter said. pri



